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PREFACE. to the READER... 


an hour, before my thoughts were deeply 


engaged, in a very intereſting meditation, 
on the preſent ſtate of Chriſtianity in the 
world.. The time paſſed unobſerved, be- 
yond my uſual hour of reſt ; and, being 


greatly fatigued by the engagements of the 


| day, the power of ſleep became irreſiſtible, 


and I ſunk under it: But, though it de- 


Square, in an apartment of a certain noble 


Lord, who, it is well known, is ſincerely- 
attached to the principles of Chriſtianity. 


I obſerved a large company of very reſpec. 


table perſonages—ſome of them dignified! 
by their high birth; and others equally 


diſtinguiſhed by their great natural abili- 
A 2. ties 


OY. ReTiRIN G, one evening, to my 
ſludy, I took up Mr. Soame Jenyns' book 
on the Internal Evidence of the Chriſtian 
Religion. I had not read more than half 


ranged my ideas, the object of my waking 
thoughts, in another perſpective, ſtill pre- 
ſented itſelf to my imagination. 

I faneied that I was in St. James's: 


MP». + — 
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ties and learning—philoſophers, {ceptics, 
Deiſts, and ſpeculative profeſſors of the 
chriſtian religion. They had been aſſem- 


bled, by invitation from the noble Lord, 
to hear a Lecture, delivered by Mr. Jen- 


yns, on the belief and profeſſion of Chriſ- 
tianity ; which, after ſome deſultory con- 
verſation on the ſubject, he pronounced 
from the Motto prefixed to his book on the 
internal evidence. 

As ſoon as the Lecture was finiſhed, I 
obſerved a Deiſt in converſation with a 
Dignitary of the Church, who was one of 
the company, and heard him ſay, if the 


principles of Chriſtianity were certainly 
true, they would juſtify a degree of zeal, 


equal to that, which had inſpired the hu- 


mane Mr. Howard ta viſit all the priſons: 


in Europe, and the Lazarettos in the Eaſt— 
that Chriſtianity proceeded on this ſuppo- 
ſition, That mankind are in a more deplor- | 
able condition, than the wretches, who are 


' rotting in dungeons, or, periſhing by the 


plague ; and he thought, a cold aſſent to 


| the goſpel, and a ſupine, indolent profeſſion. 
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of Chriſtianity, accompanied with an in- | 


difference to the moral miſeries of human 
nature, and the propagation of this religion: 
utterly inconſiſtent“ in them who believe; 
| 25 * . $599 Was and 
For look on the various wild and uncivilized tribes. 
of men, of whatever name or colour, which our ambition, 


or avarice, or curioſity has diſcovered, in the new or old 


world; and ſay, if the ſight of human nature in ſuch 


crying diſtreſs, in ſuch ſordid, diſgraceful, and more than 


brutal wretchedneſs, be. not enough to make us "fly with 


| ardor to their relief.. 


« Surely, ſuch a religion, as that of Jeſus—deſerves. 
to be propagated. through the world, and juſtifies, or- 
rather demands the utmoſt 275 of its profeſſors to ſpread 
it abroad among all nations.” Biſbop Hurd. | 

The auri ſacra fames of European Chriſtians has eſtab 
liſhed ſettlements, or formed commercial connections, in: 
almoſt every part of the world. This, at firſt view, 
ſeems favourable to the moſt extenſive -propagation of the 
goſpel : But, the bad examples, the wickedneſs of degen-. 
erate Chriſtians, have ſuch powerful influences, as muſt: 
defeat every attempt of this pious Miſſionary, It is this, | 
which damps his zeal; more than “ the rage of climates, . 
the inconvenience of long and perilous voyages, the 
drudgery of learning barbarous languages, or the diſguſt 
of complying with barbarous manners; and it may be 
queſtioned, whether the firſt” preachers of Chriſtianity. 
ſurmounted obſtacles, in any degree, equal to this, which 
now preſents itſelf, every where, to the faithful miniſter. 
Another mighty diſcouragement, is the readineſs of this faſ- 


tidious ge, to pour contempt on every degree of true 
_ ehriftian,, 


— FUSPEING — 
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and ſufficient, of itſelf, to induce a perſua- 
fion, that the very advocates and profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity are infincere. The 


chriſtian zeal, and to impute the moſt unworthy mo- 
tives to the deſign of the moſt+ ſublime charity. 


Let a fervent love of Chriſt, and the quickening grac- 


es of his ſpirit, inſpire the faithful miniſter of the word to 


go forth with the zeal of an Apoſtle ; to forſake eaſe and: 


affluence, a competeney at leaſt, and the ordinary comforts - 
of Society; and with the goſpel in bis hand, and his Saviour - 
in his heart, enduring all things, becoming all things, in the 
patient hope of converting ſinners, either apoſtate and 
degenerate Chriſtians, or-the benighted heathen—and, 

for one candid Hurd, who will * humble himſelt before ſuch + 
heroic virtue, thouſands in Chriſtendom will riſe up 

againſt him, throw every obſtacle in his way, and, if he 
dare proceed, force him to endure the trial of eruel mock- 

ings. © But when the duty is clearly enjoined i by the 


Redeemer himſelf; when no weapon is employed but 


that of the ſpirit ; when the friendlieſt affeftions prompt 


our zeal ; and the object in view is eternal life ; when, I 


ſay, the authority is unqueſtionable, and the means blame 
leſs ; the motives ſo pure, and the end ſo glorious—O | ' 
Let not the hard heart of infidelity,” nor the harder heart 


ef cold, fyſtematic orthodoxy, .* prophane luch a virtue, 
as this, with the diſgraceful name of fanaticiſm, or Juper- - 


fiition.”” When this virtue ſhall become a general (Bp. 
Hurd) characteriſtic of Chriſtians ; when it ſhall be e- 
ſteemed the only eſſential qualification of Chriſtian Min- 
iſters ; when all, who are inſpired by it, ſhall be regard- 
ed as Evangeliſts divinely ſealed and authoriſed to preach : 
the goſpel ; then, and not till then, will Chriſtianity / 


proſper and diffuſe itſe!f through the nations. 
+ Matth. xxviii. 19. 


P23 R655 BF: ATO BT 10+ 
The Clergyman -anſwered—The prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, he did not doubt, 
would bear the ſtricteſt examination; and 
he did not think it poſſible, to conceive too 
highly of the importance of this religion : 
oy The precious hope of a Redeemer, he 
ſaid, was the ſupport of fallen man; the 
theme of all the Patriarchs ; the baſis of 
all the covenants ; the boaſt and exultation 
of all the Prophets; and the deſire of na- 
tions — Salvation, by the blood of Chriſt, 
was the eternal purpoſe of God, the ulti- 
mate end of all his counſels“ therefore, 
worthy of all acceptance; and, for his 
part, he was willing it ſhould be thought, 
that, whoever does not feel its importance, 
muſt either be ignorant of the doctrine of 
this ſalvation, or, though called a Chriſtian, 
in fact, diſbelieve the goſpel. 

This converſation, and the preceding 
lecture, had very much diſconcerted ſever- 
al of thoſe ſpeculative Chriſtians ho miſ- 
take orthodoxy for faith, and the decent 
economies of ſocial life for Chriſtian virtue. 
2 of them began ſpeaking, at the ſame 
time 


x E ASC 


| time—T heard the words enthuſiaſm, faith, 


this enlightened age, and rational Chriſtian- 


ly, pronounced with fame warmth of tem | 


per. Every one wiſhes to hear what theſe 


gentleman had to ſay for themſelves ; but, 


before I could fix my attention on one of 
them, a favourite ſpaniel, of King Charles's. 
breed, barked at my ſtudy door, to gain 
admittance, and diſturbed my pleaſing 
dream. | 
While the RES dos was 1 upon 


my mind, I took my pen, and wrote as 


much of the lecture as 1 could recollect. 
I have often wiſhed to renew the viſion ; 


but found it impoſſible, to put my thoughts 


again into the ſame train. The utmoſt I 


could do, to gratify my wiſh, was, by im- | 


preſſing my mind with a recolleQtion of the 
viſionary ſcene ; and then, in my waking 
hours, endeavour to expreſs, what, I might 
ſuppoſe, Mr. Jenyns would ſay, on other 
important ſubjets, were he to deliver his 
ſentiments upon them. 

An acquaintance, to whoſe judgment I 
pay great regard, has ſcen theſe compoſi- 


tions ; 


F 
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tions; and perſuaded me, they might be 

_ uſeful, were they preſented to the publick. 

In conſequence of this, I now ſend them 

abroad; hoping they will meet a favour- 

able reception from the candid reader; 

-who never rejeQs with ſcorn a ſincere at- 
.tempt either to pleaſe or profit him. | 


This viſionary account of the lectures 
is addreſſed to the reader, leſt any one, 


unho is not a judge of ſtile and compoſition, | 
_ ſhould miſtake the ſcholar for his maſter ; 
and leſt any one of greater diſcernment. 
ſhould impute to me the vain and pre- 
ſumptuous deſign of impoſing theſe ſup- 
poſititious lectures on the publick, as the 
genuine productions of a more able writer. 


THE REAL AUTHOR 
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rank in the republic 
above the reach of the keen eye of envy, 
yet, ſo exalted, and ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, 
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SIR, | 
Troucny your diſtinguiſhed 
of letters be not 


15 your ſtation, the hand of envy can 
never be raiſed high' enough to tear the 
laurel from your brow ; nor can malev- 


olence detrat, by ſecret whiſpers and 
inſinuations, from that juſt honour 
which Fame proclaims aloud to the ad- 


miring world. I was no ſooner ac- 
quainted with you, Sir, than I began to 
reverence your great abilities: But? when 


I had read your Hiſtory of the Decline | 


and Fall of the Roux Empire, my i- 


deas of you ſo far exceeded former im- 


preſſions, that I ſeemed at a loſs to deter- 


mine, whether I diſcovered a new cha- 
racter, or had been guilty of injuſtice to 


your worth by thinking leſs highly of 
you, than was due to your merit. It 


will not, I hope, be difficult for you to 


Pardon one who ſincerely reveres your 
„ # character, 


„ DEDICATION. 
character, in regard to the liberty he 
takes in dedicating this little work to 
you; and, to gratify his inclination, to 
adorn it with your reſpectable name. 

It will be thought, by ſome, that, in 
doing this, I am guilty of a great impro- 
priety ; and they will again ſurmiſe, 
that I am not in earneſt in my attempt, 


to vindicate revealed religion. What- 


ever has been thought, or ſaid, of you by 

others, as a malicious enemy to Chriſti. 
anity, (hard words indeed !) is not to 
regulate my conduct, who am far from 
regarding you in that unfavourable light. 
As for the ſincerity of my faith, God 
will judge another day. ' have been 
told that a certain prelate ſaid of me, 
% We muſt allow him to be a Chriſtian ; 
but, he is one ſur generis. I admire the 
charity of a modern Biſhop ; and thank 
his Lordſhip for this inſtance of his 
goodneſs. Truly I am neither a Roman 


Catholick, nor a High Churchman ; 


neither a Diſſenter, nor a Methodiſt. I 
whip to ſee ſome portion of light in 
ſet ; while I abhor that Babel of 
. afion; which 1 1gnorance, ſuperſtition, 
and pride, have erected in Chriſtendom. 


0 * 


Chriſt. 
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I hope I ſhall be found at laſt to be a 

true diſciple. If I believe that the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars, were not made by Ar- 
chimedes, and the laws of nature were 
not eſtabliſhed by Sir Iſaac Newton ; 
but are truly the effects of infinite wiſ- 
dom and power; I am obliged by the 
ſame kind of evidence, to believe that 

Chriſtianity was not the contrivance of 

men; but is the revelation and power of 
God. And I am ſo far from being a 
mere ſpeculative Chriſtian, that could I 
obtain your great reputation as an au- 
thor, with whatever elſe the whole 


world can' give, it would weigh nothing 


* 


with me, in compariſon of my hope in 


That Chriſtianity has been greatly 
corrupted is pretty generally acknow]- 
edged; and it muſt be acknowledged 
too, that multitudes call themſelves 
Chriſtians, who have not any thing truly 
chriſtian in them. Under this profeſ- 


lien, the follies and vices of mankind, 


bigotry, ſuperſtition, enthuſiaſm, prieſt- 
craft, deceit, and fraud, pride and am- 
bition, hatred and ſtrife, appear infinite- 


ly more deteſtable than under any otheg 


name. 
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thr name. And, it muſt be confeſſed; real 

| Chriſtians are men ; and not gods or an- 
gels. There are ſpots 3 in the ſun ; and 

1 theſe have their infirmities. We are men 
of like paſſions with you, ſaid a true diſ- 
ciple, who counted not himſelf to have 
0 attained perfection. 


— 


— — AG 4 3 — — EP 
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Your penetrating eye, Sir, bins not 


"nh which have lurked under the cloak of 
{lil pretended Chriſtianity ; but has diſcern- 
ed the man, that is, the depravity of hu- 
j man nature, even in the real Chriſtian. 
Jou were ſtruck with the apparant in- 


| 
| 

Il only detected the various hypocriſies, 
| 


| 
1 conſiſtency of character: The infirmi- 
| ties of human nature were "magnified i in 
10 your eye, through the medium of the 


"nt chriſtian profeſſion ; and you turned a- 
| way in diſguſt, as from a monſter, con- 
| cluding that there is no eſſential differ- 
| ence in the profeſſors of this religion; 
ö 
| 


but, that they are all, without excep- 
| tion, fools, or madmen, or ng 
"ff villains. 
18 It was not poſſible for you, thus preju- 
fl diced, to diſcern, in any one, thoſe qual- 
"ff ities, which conſtitute the chriſtian cha- 
racter : You could not ſee the true diſci- 
-— ple 
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ple humbled before God under a ſenſe 
of thoſe very infirmities for which you 
reprobate him : You could not perceive 
that quick apprehenſion he feels of en- 
tire dependence on his God and Saviour, 
or that acknowledgment of infinite obli- 
gation to the divine mercy, which freed 
him from guilt, and reſcued him from 
the dominion of his luſts; and to which 
he owes all that he knows of God, and 
of himſelf, and all his hopes of ammor- 
tality : It was not poſſible for you to 
have any idea of the war he is ſenſible of 
between the fleſh and the ſpirit; or to 
admire the faithful ſtruggle of a chriſtian 
joldter even in his falls: The graces, 
which really conſtitute his character, as 

a Chriſtian, either appear not at all, or, 
in your eye, appear diſtorted, or as blaſt- 
ed corn, which inſtead of affording hope 
of a profitable harveſt, makes you ſhrink 
back in fear of contamination. 

Indeed, were it not for chriſtianity, 
human nature had never appeared“ ſo 
8. en 5 8 B 2 45 5 weak, 

Something like this is the language of St. Paul : 
By the law 1s the knowledge of ſin. I had not 
known fin, but by the law. Sin, taking occaſion by 
the commandment, - wrought in me all manner of 
concupiſcence. Sin, that it might appear ſin, working 
death in me by that which is good— | 
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weak, or ſo wicked, as we now behold it. 
The moral diſeaſes of the heathen ſeem 
mild, in compariſon of the religious 
phrenſy of ſome who have been called 
Chriſtians : And pagan prieſtcraft looks 
like a ſimple and innocent device, compar- 
ed with the deep laid ſchemes and eccle- 
ſiaſtical domination of a ſet of men, who 
have obtained the name of The Chriſtian 
Clergy. The fault is in our common na- 
ture; but, as Chriſtianity has been the 
occaſion of its appearance, the fault is 
eaſily transferred to her; and ſhe is re- 
proached as the accurſed parent of the 
vileſt 2 and madneſs, the black- 
eſt treaſon and uſurpation, the moſt 
horrid cruelty and bloodſhed, that ever 
polluted this earth. Viewing Chriſtian- 
ty. through this thick medium, it is not 
poſſible for any one to diſcern the divini- 
ty which 1s ſtampt upon her, or once to 
imagine that any degree of evidence can 
reaſonably be thought ſufficient to prove 
the divine origin of this religion, the 
profeſſion of which has been attended 
with ſuch monſtrous iniquities and 
ſhameful weakneſſes; and which has 
been the occaſion (yet the innocent occa- 
i ſion) 
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fion) of producing the moſt pernicious 


effects. You therefore ſeem*juſtified to 
yourſelf in not attending to the evidences 
and wonders of this diſpenſation, to the 
nature and deſign of Chriſtianity. »In- 
deed, you could not conceive that there 
exiſted any other than that pretended 
Chriſtianity, which 1s truly human, the 


offspring of folly and wickedneſs. ;Re- 


garding this Religion, at the beſt, as a 
ſuſpicious character, you liſten to every 
ſuggeſtion-and argument againſt her; and 
unhappily expreſs yourſelf in ſuch gene- 
ral terms, that many have concluded you 


are a determined enemy to real Chriſtian- 


Ity. But have you ever diſcerned the real- 


1ty, inſtead of the counterfeit ; ſo far from 


appearing as an enemy to revealed reli- 
gion, your learning and your life had 
been devoted to her ſervice : You. had 


taken the pen out of my hand, and, as a 


philoſopher, had more ſucceſsfully expoſ- 
ed the principles of human error, and, 
as a Chriſtian, had more worthily juſti- 
fied the ways of God to man. 
That mytitudes, perhaps the far 


greater number 1n every age, are not ef- 


ſentially the better for nen and 
. nnn 
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that it does not make any one perfectly 
all at once, is, I think, no greater 
objeftion to this religion, than it is to 
the uſe of Peruvian bark, that it has not 
cured all intermittents; that many have 
been the worſe by an improper uſe of it, 
and by uſing it when adulterated by 
knaviſh apothecaries ; or that it has ne- 
ver reſtored any one to perfect health in 
an inſtant. Were it poſſible for you to 
have had an exact knowledge of mankind, 
and to have diſcerned the nature and de- 
ſign of Chriſtianity, previous to its in- 
troduction into the world, you had pro- 
pheſied that Chriſtianity would be total- 
ly rejected by men, unleſs accompanied 
with a divine power; that, in general, 
it would meet with the ſame reception 
which it hath actually found, that is, 
would be received in hypocrify by many, 
and become greatly corrupted in a ſhort 
ſpace of time: Vou might perhaps, eden 
then, have accounted for a rapid increaſe 
and propagation of this religion in its 
corrupted ſtate on other principles * than 
e ee eee a 
. gati a corru . 
e 
Chriſtianity, on other princeples than the interpoſi- 
5 N ua 
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that of ſupernatural aid; you had fore- 
ſeen the confuſion of publick affairs; 
and, that influence 1t would produce on 


the Roman ſtate, which in your hiſtory 
you have well deſcribed. 


Nor are theſe things, Sir, any inconve- 
nience to my faith: Human nature is 
what it is: And, I cannot conceive, un- 
leſs the ſtate of the world were totally 
different, that Chriſtianity could be in 


any other condition than that in which 


we find it. Beſides, when I take into 
the account the expreſs prophecies, that 
there ſnould be a general apoſtacy, or de- 
departure from the faith, a mercenary 
prieſthood, and a worldly kingdom eſtab- 


liſhed by ' eccleſiaſtical authority, I ſee 


ſuch 


tion of ſupernatural power, does not weaken the evi- 


dence which has been repeatedly urged, from the 


eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity in the world. Certainly 
there are ſecondary cauſes, by Which we may account 
for'a rapid and vaſt increaſe of the profeſſors of this 


religion, for, we know that men may be brought to 


aſſent to what they do not believe, and whole nations 
have been baptized at the"point of a ſword. The 
force of the evidence does not conſiſt in the numbers 


| Who are called Chriſtians ; but in this, that there are 


any real Chriſtians in the world; for how any one 
profeiyte could be gained to genuine Chriſtianity is 
impoſſible to be accounted for, on any other princ = 


than “ Even ſo, Father, ſo it ſeemed good in 
fight,” 4 
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ſuch a wonderful coincidence of things, 
and ſuch manifeſt tokens of a Providence, 
in the midſt of all this darkneſs and con- 
fuſion, that I acquieſce without a mur- 
mur; and, am more ſatisfied in ſeeing 
things juſt as, they are, however much I 
deplore the evils, than I can fancy I 
ſhould be in any other condition of them 
I can conceive, or wiſh to be. 
But, when I conſider what prodigious 
ſtumbling blocks are m the way of other 
men, who cannot diſcern the links of 
this chain of cauſes and effects; when I 
conſider how theſe things have ſtruck 
your amiable ſenſibility, and to what a 
vaſt diſtance you recoil from every idea 
favourable to real Chriſtianity, I am 
filled with the greateſt concern. I pity 
u; and the more, becauſe I am per- 
uaded that whatever I, or any other, can 
ſay to you in a way of argument, will 
never make you a Chriſtian. You are 
to me a ſtriking example, that great parts 
and learning, philoſophy and reaſon, will 
not only not tend to any one's converſion, 
but, in certain circumſtances, greatly 
hinder it. Yet I am not abſolutely with- 
out hope from another quarter, as. I 
believe 


DEDICATION, xxl 
believe that whatever you have written, or 
inſinuated, is not ſo much againſt Chriſ- 
tianity itſelf, as againſt thoſe monſtrous 
appearances, which have ſprung from 
human depravity, thro which your mind 
has received the moſt unhappy prejudi- 
ces. I did it ignorantly in unbelief, * 
ſaid one, who was once a violent oppoſer, 
and afterwards preached the faith, which 


he had zealouſly endeavoured to deſtroy, 


The 


Who was before a blaſ;hemer, and a perſecutor, 
and injurwus. But I obtained mercy, for I did it igno- 
rantly in unbelief: And the grace of our Lord was 
exceeding abundant, with faith, and love which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. This is a faithful faying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave ſinners; of whom I am chief. How- 
beit for this cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me firſt- 
Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all longſuffering, for a 
pattern to them which ſhould hereafter believe on him 
to life everlaſting.” i Tim. 24. | Mo 

Had Saul, when he breathed out threatnings ahd 


laughter againſt the diſciples, and perſecuted this 


way unto death, known what he was doing, that is, if 
he had been a determined enemy to Chriſtianity 
againſt the convictions of his own mind, he had never 
found mercy ; his ſin had been that which is never 
repented of, and never forgiven, in this world, nor 
in that which is to come. Bur he went as near to the 

commiſſion of this ſin as a man can go, who is not 
actually guilty of it; and he was deſigned 3s a ſpecial 

example of that aſtoniſhing patience and mercy, which 
can pity and pardon a determined enemy to Chriftianity, 

when his enmity is the effe& of prejudice, ignorance, 

and unbelicf, | | W 
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xxv DEDICATION. 
Ihe only argument, by which you can 
ever be perſuaded to become a true 


any means, you ſhall hereafter obtain a 


of this diſpenſation, and embrace Chriſt- 
of human nature. Nec quiſquam aut 


nus veniat ad conſequendam ſalutem. In 


Dei aditus, et quærentibus atque intelli- 
Tu ſub ipſo licet exitu et vitæ temporalis 


qui unus et verus eſt, confeſſione et fide 


Chriſtian, is that of neceſſity. If, by 
right view of the exiſtence of moral evil, 
and of the reality of its exiſtence in your 
ownſelf, you will then, and not till then, 
be in a way to become a true diſciple of 
Jeſus: You may then ſee the wonders 
ianity as a panacea for all the miſeries 
peccatis retardetur, aut annis, quo mi- 


iſto adhuc mundo manenti, pænitentia 
nulla ſera eſt. Patet ad in dulgentiam 


gentibus veritatem facilis acceſſus eſt. 


occaſu, pro delictis roges: Et Deum 


agnitionis ejus implores. Venia confi- 
tenti datur; et credenti indulgentia ſalu- 
taris de divina pietate conceditur; et ad 
immortalitatem ſub ipſa morte tranſitur. 
Hanc gratiam Chriſtus impertit, hoc 
munus miſericordiæ ſuæ tribuit, ſubigen- 
do mortem trophæo crucis, redimendo 

e cWredentem 


the hope 


* 


— 
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credentem pretio ſanguinis ſui, reconcili- 
ando hominem Bes patri, viyificando 
mortalem regeneratione cleſti. Hunc, 


* 


ſi fieri poteſt, ſequamur omnes: Hic no- 


1 - 


bis wiam vitæ aperit, his ad, paradiſum 


refluees eit, hie 4d. cxforum. rf per- 
ducet. Cum ip 6 beter vivernus, facti 
per ipſum filii Dei: Cum ipſo exultabi- 
mus ſemper, ipſius cruore reparati, Eri- 
mus Chriſtiani cum Chriſtoſſimul gloriofi, 
de Deo-patre-beati;.de perpetua voluptate 
Iztantes; ſemper in conſpectu Dei, et a- 
gentes Deo gratias ſemper. Neque enim 
poterit niſi et lætus eſſe ſemper et gratus, 
qui cum morti fuiſſet obnoxius, factus 
eſt de immortalitate eeurus. ® 
It is, Sir, ns the fincereſt wiſhes of 
my heart, Thad the God of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the. Father of Glory, may 
give unto ypu the. Spirit of. wiſdom and 


revelation, in the knowledge of him; 


the eyes of your underitanding being en- 
Iightened ; that you may know what is 
of his calling, and what the 


riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the ſaints, and what is the exceeding 
„ greatneſs 

* Cyprianus ad Demetrianum, 


= 
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E of his 1. toward us who | 
e.” This with, Sir, is accompanied 


with a hope concerning you, which is 
ded on ſomething more than the 
mere poſſibility, that you may be as 
bright anexample in the chriſtian church, 
as you are an ornament in the republic 


of A 7M 
Tam, Sir, | 
Your ſincere 200d Ty 
2 And humble ns, 
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tends. to be, a revelation communicated ; 
to mankind by the interpoſition of ſu- 
pernatural power, it is worthy,gf, all re- 


gard; and, the vaſt importanes of it 
will juſtify every charitable attempt to 
propagate» the knowledge of it in the 
world.; It is on this ground, I expect 
to be excuſed, for afluming 4 character 
aff} reich does not belong to me, in order to ex- 
preſs my views of a religion; the origin 
of which, I am perſuaded, is--divine. 
mw 4 „ 
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Nor do I encroach'on'the ſacerdotal office ' 
more tl:an did thoſe great niaftersivf rea- 
ſon and erudition, Grotius; Boyle, Locke, 
Addiſon, and Lyttleton; who teſtified 
their belief to the world, without any other 


motive than their regard for truth and 
the benefit of mankind. Every one 
has, I think, a right; and is, in duty, 
obliged* to advance the intereſts of 


Chriſtianity, which are indeed the moſt 


important intereſts of human nature, 
by every means confiſtent with its genius: 
And if my mite ſhall: contribute any 


thine Ide een von to pay that 


5 GVG ads ws 4 AMAA bs 29 


attention to this divine religion, which 


it juſtly claims; the clergy will have no 
reaſ6n to be jealous of this attenpt. 
It may be thought that the general 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity precludes 
every extfiordinry attempt in its favour, 


This revelation, it is true, is the baſis of 
almoſt every religion in Europe: But 
*« He could have no motive for thus imparting 


his free ſentiments to the public, except the dictates 


of his own heart, which tell him, that it is every man's 
duty, who comes into the world, to Kit beft endeavours, 
however infighificant, to leave it as much wiſer, and as 
much better as he can.” _ E368. — 


„Reer os i orb -& 
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ure and genuine Chriſtianity is not ne- 
ceſſarilij connected with any particular 
mode! of external worſhipꝭ or form of 


is called Chriſtianity, may become the 


religion of a country, in which: there is 
leſs real Chriſtianity than was, ſeventeen 


hundred years ago; in any province of 
the Roma Empire. There may, there- 
fore, at this time, be as: much reaſon for 
every one, ho values this divine religion 


to exert himſelf in its favour, as there 
would be, if. Paganiſm, in its various 


forms, were ſtill the national religion of 
every country in Burope 97 

It is one thing to be called a Chriſ- 
tian, and to profeſs, what is termed, the 
Chriſtian religion as by law eſtabliſhed ; 


and; another thing to bea Chriſtian ac- | 
cording to the ſpirit and tenor of the 
Chriſtian. diſpenſation. The vaſt multi- 


tudes called Chriſtians, are not Chriſ- 
tians de jure, having the principles and 
graees hich eſſentially conſtitute; the 


true Chriſtian character; as is too ey- 
ident by their vices: and Ammoralities, 


their ighorance, ſuperſtition, profane- 
neſs, worldly purſuits, and engagements; 
2 22 ; but. 


1 7 
* 
F 


 "fafts, by virtue of cuſtom, human laws, 


theſe C 


The picture of a man is not a man. 
the religions which have made chriſtiani- 


30 LECTURE IL 
but-have a right to the denomination 4. 


and certain religious rites ſuperſtitiouſly 


ſubmitted to, and ſometimes pe 


adminiſtered. 

The ckingion is neatly as old as 
Chriſti You read of ſome, & and 
ian miniſters, as they would 
ſeem to he; who were enemies of the 


croſs of Chriſt; and minding _ earthly 
- things ; and therefore. as remote from 
real Chriſtianity as were the idolatrous 


nations. Reaſon too, as. well as ſcrip- 
ture, diſtinguiſhes between the form of 
godlineſs od the energy, or reality. 


their bafis, yon may diſcern ſome re- 
mblance to real Chriſtianity : But if 
the reſemblante were Kere, which is 
far from being true in fat, it muſt ſtill 
be diſtir from real Chriſtianity, 
— __ as a ſhadow from its ſubſtance, 
picture from a man whofe exact 
ge the maſterly 


0 porta x is. Ac 
ſtrokes of a Reynolds; admire the paint- 


ing; ſay it expreſſes a 
| life, 


» Phil. iii. 157 


life, lie features, and even his x 


| have 
imitate. 


ü up, 40d. be ſatisfied, ' 
w 


theif count) 
| into the þ 
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Th, were right in Weit profeſſion; that 
they were real Chriſtiahs: Vet, if we be 
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ns? 
It is yet no more than a reſem of 


the perſon, whoſe character 
5 fuld reaſon to admire, 7 25 | 


The maſs of mankind vin ever take 
5 
be Et? 

$178 of t is . — 


in Afia, of that of 
eee becauſe 


ich is made f 
Which 9 


8 to 


bad been Paganiſm ; if J er 
N ometans, ry Jn had been titcarnitiſed, 


blaſphemed ' Chriſt,” only 


and 

their forefathers had” done ſo before 
them. But truth is the ſame, whoever - 
has profeſſed 
verſe are we, that we often That our eyes 
5 iy the 1 


or. denied it: Vet ſo per- 


light, for no other” reaſon 
becaufe ; forefathers ewuld not 
Let it be ſu ppofet” that our ancel- 


they were of the true religion; that 


of 
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of, the ſame profeſſion, mere y becauſe it, 
eli ame through th 4 prejudice. "of 
education, we are. not; Chjaſtans 3 in the 
beſt ſenſe of that denomination; we ale not 
ſo much as almoſt perſuaded to be et ril- 
tians. We have . name ee ut 
not the 1 hing: ro felt vithout 
." mr e ro of per uaſion; 
far jf it be any reaſon 3 a fayour of CHriſe 
tianity, that it. 5 xen long profeed 
| 2 our forefathers, and 5 the re el1igi0n o 
country; it is qua qual a4 go | 
the fr N 19. 1 9. 1 15 'y 
1 had; obſtinataly con tinued wg and K x 
gans. ! 3 "BY eee bs 15330 bd ni 
een ian men g enius and 972 
WhO a rej ices: ay- 
rp | leiſur 2 a curiofi an, | 
by + per aps prom y able 
deſire. of; \charaQt ale, 1 2 ee 
ſecular, intereſt, they exert th heir. Oy 
abilities in a, ſtri  expmpplatonyor the 
Evidences of, the Chriſtian religion. 
Truth and. .candour oblige thier to ac- 
know edge that an equal degree of © eviderice 
never appeaxed, to confirm any hiſtorical 
Tm WIR ever were Preſented ph | 
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tion, have formed their creed, engage 
volunteers in the croiſade ; while others' 


it would be preſumptuous to fay, that 


| LECTURE I. 32 
faith of mankind; and, that they would 

be inexcuſable, were they to withhold 
their avowed aſſent to the Ae which 
carries with it ſuch a prodigiouſly hig 
degree of probability. They find this re- 
ligion diſengaged from thok groſs ſuper- 
ſtitions, which deform every other inſti- 


tution; and the 'morality of the goſpel 


truly excellent. They therefore com- 
pliment this religion with the firſt lace: 
in their ſcale of compariſon” wi 
others, as the beſt religion in the world; 
and profeſs to be converts to Chriſtiani- 
on rational conviction. Not a fewo 
them, and theſe men of the greateſt a- 
bilities, and bolding the firſt rank in the 
ichools of ſcience, ambitious to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves, and zealous of thoſe 
opinions, which after painful mveſtiga-- 1 

as 


of them, as ſoldiers of fortune, fighting 
for x , the emoluments of office, main- 
tain the outworks of Chriſtianity, and: 
repel the attacks of learned infidels; ' If 


none of theſe are real Chriſtians ; it is, 


however, no * to ſay, there is 
nat 
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Wzhoſe faith i is the mere 1 © 


are really the perſons whom they, repre- 


character, are at variance with 
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not any neceſſity obliging us 1 e 
that any of them are more ole 1 


cation, or, than the infidels whom they. 
oppoſe. : The actors on the publick the- 
atre do not ſo perform their, parts in; 
aſſumed whe hoo utterly to diſguſſe, 
their own; or to induce a belief that they. 
ſent for an hour. Even a Garri. 9035 
never taken to be, the identical Richard 
the Third; = . e e a. 
real-penitent Jane Shore. Ang it is caſily 
ſeen that many, who: aſſume the e 
cir ow 


profeſſions ;- their . tempers, and condo , 


| abſolutely inconſiſtent with.;.t genius 
of this religion; and, it is oe ore | 


ly» concluded, that theſe rational As 


"tans, as they call themſelves, are eſſen- | 
tially deficient ; many of whom are en- 
tirely ignorant of the nature of that very 
religion, which they are en raged to de- 


fend, and which they profeſs 8 dee is. 
of divine original. 

I -mean not here c 4 rec ;afe cheit 
merits. In the wonderful Ran of be- 


inge, they, are as much above vulgar 
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of edu-, 
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Chri ſtians, as tkeſe are above the brutal 
HFHotteftots. As far as they go, they are 
certainly right: But it is equally certain, 
that ſo far they may go without any one 
rjnciple of The! Chriſtian” inſtitution. 
Profe g to believe, they may deceive 
e ut, if they think they believe, 
it is noſe likely they will deceive them- 
 felves ; for it is one thing to have an aſ- 
ſent to the truth of Chriſtianity extorted 
by dint of argument, and to believe; on 
rational eonvittion, that the bible con- 
tains a dme revelation; and quite ano- 
ther; to underſtand the nture of that 
revelation,” andi be delivered /into: the 


mould of the goſpel, and to take the im- 


reſſion and el 49 of Chriſt. 

The ſcriptures afford man examples 
to Fa es on truth of theſe — 
The ſews had ſchools and ſeminaries of 
learning; in which, we. muſt} fuppoſe, 
every argument the wit of man could 
deviſe in favour of revelation, was inveſ- 


tigated and carefully taught: Indeed 


their learned labours in the ſcriptures 
were prodigious,” It ib probable King 
Agrippa believed the prophets after an 
examination of the external evidences of 
revealed 


1 LECTURE 1 


revealed. religion, and ſome partial views 
. the internal evidences. of it; but, how 
far he was from being, in any ſenſe, an 
Ixaelite indeed, is too evident. Qur 
e Jews "wth. 1 6 — 
wi to the very writin 
ſes, in whom truſted :, They. knew 
not the voices © of the prophets, in the 
reading and ſtadying of - whoſe ſacred 
books, their learned e 
-conkited; and which- were readevery 
bathday in their ſyn : theſe 
. troubled, e churches. of 
; Galatia, and many others, by ſeeing, the 
- completion wic e prophecies and the 
. miracles. wrought by the,apaſtles, were 
convinced that the was come, 
and were baptized in the name of Jeſus; 
ett. lo fer ware they from being Chriſ- 
— oy ings 
tio an pen ſation t 
they quite miſtook the xeal character of 
- Chriſt : They were; ſtill. ſeekjng..to. de 
juſtified by their own merits, and zea- 
louſly taught, that except a man be cir- 
-cumciſed and keep the Law of Maſes, 
he cannot be ſaved ; than which the 


philoſophy of Greece and ER. of 
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the Gentiles were not more inconſiſtent 


with the goſpel, which proclaims Jeſus 
Chriſt the only mediator between Gd 
and man. * TR: 3 

That perſuaſion, by which men be- 


come real Chriſtians, 1s very different 


from an aſſent to philoſophical and hiſ- 


torical truths, or to things credible on 
teſtimony of credible witneſſes. We may 


aſſent to philoſophical and hiſtorical - 


truths, on the relation of other men, as 


general truths in which we are not im- 


mediately concerned ; or, the importance 


of which, as relating to ourſelves, we do 
not apprehend ; and ſo theſe are matters 
of mere ſpeculation, and not regarded by 
us, or, not ſo regarded as their import- 
ance may require. Thus the curious 
enquirer concerning revealed rehgion 
may regard it only according to its im- 
portance in his ſcale of compariſon with - 


every other inſtitution, without under- 


ſtanding, in any degree, its real import- 
ance to himſelf. He may examine the 
evidences of Chriftianity, fo far as to be 
perſua led that it is from God, without 
underſtinding the nature and defign of 
Chr ſtianity ; and ſo, without regarding 
it according to what it really is, that is, 
" without 
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1 without being Chriſtian. The evidences, 
1 which authenticate the Bible, as contain- 
4 ing a divine revelation, force from him 
# a cold aſſent : He attends to thoſe truths, 
| which, though implied by the goſpel, are 
( not the grand peculiarities of it; but, 
% are as much the principles of natural as 
| of revealed religion; and, he profeſſes a 
high veneration for the goſpel as a ſyſ- 
' tem of ethics, the moral part of Chriſ- 
tianity, which is, in fact, no characteriſtic 
part of it at all; as this, though in a 
manner leſs perfect, makes a part of 


every religion that ever appeared in the 
world. „„ Et 5 
Of neceſſity, Chriſt muſt be regarded 
in the light in which the ſcriptures re- 
preſent his character; for, if he be not 
regarded in that reſpect, in which his 
character as a Saviour eſſentially “ con- 
ſiſts, he is indeed not regarded at all, to 
any purpoſe, of ſalvation, The Jews, 
| FH HET” « according 
It is not every error, or every hereſy, that is a- 


ſtacy from the faith. It is a revolt in the principle 
and eſſential article. | Ws 
 —And the denial of ſuch. an efſential part may as 
properly be called apofiacy, as if we were to-renounce- 
the whole Chriſtian faith and worſhip. It is re- 
nounicing them in effect, and not treating and regard - 
ing Cod as God, or Chriſt as Chriſt, 
= Newton's Diſſertations. 
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LECTURE 1. + 2 : 


according to their miſtaken view -of the 
ſcriptures, believe in a Chriſt, whom 


they expect to redeem and ſave them: 


And we may as well affirm that the mod- 
ern apoſtate Jews are real Chriſtians, as 
ſuppoſe that many of the learned advo- 


cates of Chriſtianity are ſo, whoſe views 


of the nature of this diſpenfation are ſo 
partial and indiſtinct, that they either 

miſtake, or reject, the true Þ charatter of 
our Savienre.: -,. +5 i 
From the foregoing premiſes, I con- 
clude, that a man is not ſo much as al- 
moſt perſuaded to be a Chriſtian, when he 
is prejudiced in favour of Chriſtianity by 


his education in a country where Chriſti- 


anity happens to be the general profeſ- 
ſion; nor when he is a Chriſtian relig- 
10niſt believing, what is called, The 


Chriſtian Religion to be the beſt religion 


in the world; nor when he acknowledg- 


es a divine revelation, perſuaded to this 


acknowledgment by rational arguments; 
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and, much leſs, when his own private 


temporal convenience and advantage 

make him ready to think well of it, and 
to profeſs it: But, then he is almoſt per- 
ſuaded, when the light of Chriſtian truth 
is breaking in upon his mind; when the 
nature and importance of Chriſtianity are 


opening to his view, and he is inclined, 


in ſome degree, to embrace it ; but the 


love of the world, or pride, tempts him 
to cloſe his eyes, to ſtifle his convictions, 
to turn from the 


to quench the __ 
truth, to neglect, ſhght, miſtake, and 
rvert it. At times, he is almoſt per- 
ſuaded, and half reſolved ; but is kept 
back frem a cordial, univerſal regard to 
Feſus : His convictions, like a thorn in 
the foot, diſable him from preſſing for- 


ward in the careleſs, or preſumptuous, 


courſe he formerly purſued : In theory, 
rhaps, he renounces all dependence on 
is own merits, on the form of outſide 
religion, and on the world as the object 
of his happineſs ; yet Chriſt is not form- 
ed in him; nor will Chriſtianity gain any 
credit by millions of ſuch profeſſors of it. 
Theſe are the men who halt between God 
and Mammon; who, when the ſcorch- 
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LECTURE Eo 


ing ſun is up, in time of temptation, 


turn apoſtates ; or, by more lingering 
declenſions, fall away; or, conſtantly 
ſinning againſt light, and eſpecially by _ 


repeated breaches of their vows and re- 


ſolutions, pave their way to greater con- 
demnation and accumulated ruin. In 
them is fulfilled the Propheſy of Iſaiah, 
who ſaith, By hearing ye ſhall hear, and 
not underſtand, and ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, 
and ſhall not perceive: For this people's 
heart is. waxed groſs, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
cloſed ; left at any time they ſhould ſee 
with their eyes and hear with their ears, 
and. ſhould underſtand with their heart, 


and be converted, and I ſhould heal them.“ 


Such was the caſe of King Agrippa He 
was almoſt perſuaded tobe a Chriſtian... 


What could it have been that kept him 


back! It was the world; the love of 


the world. To his heart, diſpoſed 


as it then. was, its frowns and perſe- 
cutions were more ſhocking than the 
diſtant: apprehenſion of hell; and, its 
honours, riches, and- pleaſures, weighed 
more with him, than the approbation of 


| Heaven, and the hope of future glory. 


He 


© 8 


- 
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He — to the dictates of his conſcience, 
ſo far as he could conſiſtently with 
his character, as a man of the world; 
and, through an affectation of candour, in 
queſt of praiſe, acknowledged that St. 
aul had done nothing worthy of death, 
or of bonds; yet, againſt-his conſcience, 
and to keep fair with the world, left him 
unbefriended to the judgment of Cæſar. 
There is little occaſion for cautioning 
you againſt miſtaking national prejudice 
for\Chriſtian faith. Men of ſenſe, who. 
have had the privilege of a liberal educa- 
| tion, - have ever deſpiſed. the ſuperſtition: 
bi of the — or reverenced it only as a 
1 ſupport of government and a fortunate- 


bond. of human ſociety. Your danger 
| lies in æ readineſs to miſtake the concelu - 
ſions of reaſon for the faith of the goſpel. | 
A Under pretence of avoiding enthuſiaſm, 
and to; repreſent Chriſtianity more ra- 
tional, the ſtandard of modern Chriſtian- 
ity requires no more than an hearty aſ-. 
ſent to the credibility of revealed religion: 
Take a ritual in your hand, as a help to. 
devotion-; and, let your manners be de-. 
Cent; and, you are as completely Chriſ- 
tian, as the world requires you = be.. 
8 5 | ut, 
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LECTURE 4 


But, if you would be Chriſtians accord- 


ing to the ſtandard which God hath fixed, 
4 muſt be wk beg world 8 will def 
e: You mu n with poverty 
foiriz, 3 for, the faith of the Goſpel is the 
contraft to pride, obſtinacy, and ſelf con- 
ceit ; and originates in an humble, teach- 
able, and candid diſpoſition ; and after 
exploring the myſtery of Chriſt's ſuffer- 
ings and death, as the price of your peace, 
as your redemption from all 
of woe which fleſn is heir to; as your e- 
— tion from ſin, ns "reſtoration 
& liberty, to virtue, and goodneſs, 
— eternal lie ; your hearts muſt become 


wholly attached to the Saviour: Him 


you muſt prefer to the 'whole world, and 


to your very life; in him you muſt con- 


fide, and to him muſt you live and die. 
Any thing ſhort of this is not worthy of 
Chriſt, and will never paſs for Chriſtian- 

ity, when you come into that- light in- 
which. ſpecious appearances can no more” 
deceive. 1 

Since rational conviction and ſyſtema t=. 
ical orthodoxy have obtained the name- 
of Faith, elevation of thought and warmth - 
of. affe&tion have been called * 12 
ut, 
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But, fo. vaſtly great, and ſo important to 
us, is the object of the goſpel, that it juſt- 
ly requires the moſt elevated mind, and 


the moſt fervent affection that ever glow- 


ed in man. That: zeal which ariſes from 
wrong principles, and, which appears in 
unwarrantable practices, may juſtly be 
termed enthuſiaſm ; but, true Chriſtian 
zeal and love can never exceed, or merit 
that reproachful name. To give a cold 
aſſent to the goſpel, to be indifferent and 
luke warm in ſuch a cauſe as the Chriſ- 
tian, is to pour contempt. upon it; to 
affront, the Supreme Being; to under - 


value the Saviour; to turn the back on 


divine mercy; and will as effectually 
prevent the benefits of Chriſt's death, as 
an infidel oppoſition to the goſpel. 

Long obſervation of men and things, 


obliges me to think, that it is no uncom- 


mon caſe, for thoſe who hear, or read 


the goſpel, to be half inclined to it, and 


almoſt perſuaded to be Chriſtians; yet, 
_ entangled by the world and fin, and un- 


der the influence of pride, they hang in a 
ſtate of miſerable ſuſpenſe; and fome- 


times become quite hardened. againſt 
conviction, Theſe periſſr at the very 
| | | threſhold 


LECTURE I. '% 
threſhold of mercy, and under a degree 


of guilt the moſt aggravated. While you 


hear this, your own conſciences will ſug- 
geſt, Beware of this fatal error. If there 
were a few more true Chriſtians in the 
world, it would be happy for themſelves, 
and by no means detrimental to the pub- 
lick ; and I would to God, that all who 
hear me were not only almoſt, but alto- 

gether Chriſtian, | 


LECTURE. 
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LECTURE H. 
THE CAUSES OF INFIDELITY. 


HAVE Ax OF THE RULERS, on OF THE PH ARISEES/BELIEVED, 
| ON HJM-! John, vii- 48, | | 


TERRE is a, certain temper of 
ſoul, called in ſcripture A new beart, 
which is abſolutely neceſſary, as a ſuit- 
able ſoil, for the divine plant of faith in 
Chriſt ; without which it cannot ſtrike 
root, or thrive. | 2 
The rulers of this world, all thoſe buſy 
or idle perſons, whoſe time and thoughts 
are wholly engroſſed by the purſuits of 
buſineſs or pleaſure, ambition or luxury, 
can never ſufficiently attend to the evi- 
dences and wonders of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation : They cannot know any 
thing of this religion, except what they 
have accidentally picked up by deſultory 
converſation, or ſuperficial reading ; or 
by a general review of the ſtate of Chriſ- 
tendom, than which there is not a more 
unlikely mean to impreſs the mind with 
| ſentiments in its favour” For want of 
evidence 


= If evidence and inclination to believe,-they 
determine with theniſelves, that Chriſti- 
anity is a pretended. revelation, founded 
on a ſtrange: improbable ſtory; is noth- 
ing more than the impoſition of prieſt- 
craft upon ignorant and iterate ages; 
and artfully continued, as an engine well 
adapted to awe and govern the ſuperſti- 
of tious vulgar. To talk to ſuch about the 
Chriſtian religion, is to converſe with tlie 
1it- {deaf concerning muſick, or with the blind 
1 in Jon the beauties of painting: They want 
rike Mall ideas relative to the ſubject, and can 
never be made to comprehend it. The 


uſy Ipreaching of ** Chriſt crucified, was to tlie 
hts eus aſtumbling block; and to the Greexs 
of {fooliſhneſs ;” and fo it muſt appear to 
ry, Pell, who, like them; judge from eſtabliſſ- 
evi- d prejudices, falſe learning, and ſuperfi- 
tian rial knowledge. e e e 
any If any one be attached to a favourite 
hey Pleaſure, or eagerly engaged in worldly 
ory Purſuits, incompatible with the precepts. 
or Pf this religion, he muſt either relinquiſr 
riſ- {boſe purſuits with uneaſineſs, if he be- 
\ore Jieve; or, ſhould he be determined neither 
vith o repent or reform, he muſt perſiſt in 
- of them with remorſe and diſſatisfaction; 


therefore 


48 LECTURE I. 
therefore ſuch generally commence un- 


| believers in their own defence; for the 


moſt unſurmountable, as well as the moſt 
uſual obſtacle to our belief, ariſes from 
our paſſions, appetites, and intereſts.“ 
Let the evidences of Chriſtianity be ſup- 
poſed to be ten thouſand times ſtronger 
than they are ; let it be ſuppoſed, that in- 
ſtead of appearing to his diſciples after his 
reſurrection, Chriſt had appeared to the 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim, and to the Roman Sen- 
ate; and, that theſe gentlemen, ſo attach- 


ed to the world, ſhould actually ſee mirac- 
ulous cures performed on the ſick, or e- 


ven the dead raiſed to life, they might be 
ered for a while, but would not be 


fta 
effettually perſuaded to believe; for we 


have power over the mind's eye, as well 
as over that of the body, to ſhut it againſt 


the ſtrongeſt rays of truth and religion, 


whenever they become painful to us. 
If 


Let never ſo much probability hang on one ſide 
of a covetous man's realoning, and money on the 
other, it is eaſy to foreſee which will outweigh. 
Tell a man, paſlionately in love, that he 1s jilted ; 
bring a ſcore of witneſſes of the falſl ood of his miſ- 
treſs, it is ten to one but three kind words of her ſhall 
invalidate all their teſtimonies, | 

| Locke. 


— 
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ier , © 
If the evidences of Chriſtianity, its doc- 
trines and precepts, which are perfectly op- 
poſite to their inclinations, be zealouſly 
and authoritatively urged upon their con- 
ſciences, they then grow angry and enrag- 
ed, and perſecute the truth in its pro- 
feſſors and advocates. Ye would take 


away our Gods; and what have ve 


more? But, if theſe gentlemen, ſo en- 
tirely devoted to the world, happen to be 
of a timid, or indolent diſpoſition, and 
have not ſufficient reſolution to com- 
mence infidels, while all around them 
profeſs to believe the truth of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and while its eviilences are vindicated 
by men of learning and reputed integrity, 
they then coldly aſſent to the truth which 


they want abilities and reſolution to op- 


poſe, and ſhelter themſelves under plau- 
ſible pretexts to juſtify their purſuits, and 
to quiet their diſturbed conſciences ; and 
ſo, while they profeſs Chriſtianity, have 
not any thing peculiarly, or truly Chrif- 
tian in them. +," Th 
It was very natural to ſuppoſe that the 
Phariſees, who had always expreſſed a 
wonderful zeal for God and religion, 
would have embraced the goſpel, after 
: they 
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they had ſeen the miracles wrought by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. But, by their 


exceeding great zeal for the traditions of 


the fathers, and by an exact obſervance 
of all the duties of religion, human and 


divine, they had acquired that degree of 


reputation and power, which nobility, 


wealth, and learning obtain in other 


countries ; and being wholly attached to 
their intereſts founded on the old religion, 
they could not poſlibly receive the goſpel, 
which would ſubvert the very foundation 
on which their importance reſted. © How 


can ye believe, who receive honour one 
of another, and ſeek not the honour which 


cometh of God only?“ Beſides, by that 
aſſociation of ideas ſo well deſcribed by 
Mr. Locke, they eaſily perſuaded them- 
ſelves that thoſe works, which made them 
appear righteous before men, would juſ- 


tify them in the ſight of God, and gain 
that importance in the next world, of 


which they found themſelves poſſeſſed in 
this ; a preſumption, which abſolutely 
prevented their ſeeing any want of ſuch 
an expedient as the interpoſition of a 


ſuffering Meſſiah. 


1 make theſe obſervations on the Pha- 
frliſees- 


LECTURE I. 3 


riſees, becauſe all mere moraliſts, and re- 


ligioniſts of every denomination, are ex- 


actly in the ſame predicament. There is 


a line of diſtinction, though bigots can 
never diſcern it, between real Chriſtianity; 
and every form of religion in Europe. 
Popery and Chriſtianity, and Proteſtant- 
iſm and Chriſtianity, are by no means 
ſynonymous terms: Whoever thinks oth- 
erwiſe muſt reprobate every perſon of 
every other ſe& than that which he him- 
ſelf F oves. And this ſeems to be the 
genera diſpoſition, though not ſo gener- 

ally owned ; for it is ſtrongly implied in 
that zeal, which almoſt every one difcov- 
ers for the peculiarities of the ſet to 
which he adheres. Men are politically. 

Papiſts, Churchmen, or Diſſenters; and 

the honour and importance, which they 
acquire by their party zeal, exclude that 
regard for the goſpel, which if entertain-. 
ed, would at once demoliſh all their diſ- 
tinctions and importance in the world. 
And, while they are thus attached to their 
religion, they imperceptibly cheriſh a 
vain. confidence in their own merits. St. 
Paul affirmed, it was a certain mark that 
an unchriſtian ſpirit had crept into the 

Corinthian 
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Corinthian churches, © whereas there 
were diviſions amongſt them. One ſaid, 


I am of Paul; another, I am of Apollos ; 
another, I am of Cephas ; another, I am 
of Chriſt :” So that even to be of Chriſt, 
in the ſame reſpe& that another was of 
Paul, or of Apollos, or of Cephas, was to 
be unchriſtian, or, as he termed it, carnal. 
It was pride, ſelf conceit, and a deſire to 
eſtabliſh perſonal merit in the place of 


Chriſt's mediation ; for this is what the 
ſcriptures mean by being carnal, which 
divided the church of Corinth, and which 
has now ſplit Chriſtendom into a thouſ- 
and ſects. Indeed it cannot fignify any 


thing, in this reſpect, whether a man be 
a Stoick Philoſopher, a Pagan, a Jew, a 
Muſſulman, a Papiſt, or a Proteſtant ; 
for, whoever hath not his heart humbled, 
and does not properly acknowledge his. 


guilt, cannot poſſibly, in the nature of 


things, truly receive the goſpel. There- 
fore, while ſome of this deſcription re- 
nounce Chriſtianity abſolutely, which is 
by far the moſt conſiſtent conduct, many 
others, who, through prejudice, or con- 
venience, profeſs Chriſtianity, are diſpoſ- 


ed, and indeed obliged, to overlook, ex- 


plain 
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plain away, or ſlight the doctrine of Chriſt | 


in the very point wherein Chriſtianity eſ- 
ſeniially conſiſteth ; and have no more 
proper regard for Chriſt than profeſſed 
infidels; for, who will ever regard a thing, 
which doth not appear to be neceſſary or 
ſuitable for him? 1 

The ſcriptures repreſent ſuch as ſeek 


juſtification by the law, which whether 
they underſtand the terms or not, all do, 


who truſt in their own merits, in a-ſtate 
of enmity againſt God : They ſtand in 
full oppoſition to the. counſel, or will of 
Heaven appointing the mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in default of our righteouſnels, as 
the only way to pardon, peace, and life. 
And it muſt needs be ſo ; for they who 
are whole, need not a phyſician; and ſuch 
as conceit they need him not, wilt un- 
doubtedly reject his aſſiſtance. © Ye will 
not come to me that ye might have life.” 


And here we ſee the reaſon, why unbe- © 


lief is deſcribed fo full of guilt, and at- 
tended with the dreadful conſequence of 
final perdition ; not becauſe it is ſimple 
zznorance, miſtake, or an opinion ground- 
ed on defective evidence; but, becauſe it 
is occaſioned by vile attachments, ſprings 
* Wn 


from an unhumbled heart, from the moſh 
malignant of all , e pride; and 
becauſe it implies a reje 

which infinite wiſdom hath 
chang 


be converted, become babes, little chil- 


which relate to the ſubject of the goſpel, 
by contemplation, retirement, and ab- 
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n of the only 


proper to ordain. This view of 


things juſtifies that prodigious concern, 


which St. Paul expreſſed for his country- 
men, who, ſeeking to eſtabliſh their own. ' 


. righteouſneſs would not ſubmit themſelves 


unto the righteouſneſs of God; for op- 
poſition to the way of ſalvation, through. 
pride, muſt be big with ruin. 

From theſe premiles, the reaſon is evi- 
dent why it is ſo conſtantly aſſerted, that 
men mult be regenerated, be born again, 


dren, and new creatures, before they can. 
be true Chriſtians. Their minds muſt be 
formed for the conception of thoſe ideas 


ſtraction from buſineſs and diſpation, 
by ill health, diſappointments and diſtreſ- 
ſes, and by divine interpoſition making 
them acquainted with their own hearts, 
their guilt and depravity, and humbling 
them in the view of theſe. Without 
ſuch en aids, it is e that 
ey - 
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elephant and the generous horſe, were 


Ry 
; 3 . 
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they can think or know, underſtand or 
believe, any thing about it 3 © for the 
natural man receiveth not the things 
the ſpirit of God, they are fooliſhneſs un- 
to him, neither can he nern. becauſe | 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” : 


A real Chriſtian 3 18, in a moral ſenſe, 10 : | 


of. 


truly a new creature, that one ſp« 
animals differs not ſo much from chose 


another kind, as the true diſciple of Jeſus, 


from all the reſt of mankind, and partie 
ularly from every one in the various herds 


of mere nominal Chriſtians. If an in- 


habitant of ſome diſtant part of this globe, 
where the animals which range in Africa 


and Europe are never ſeen, having heard 
an exact deſcription of the half reaſonin ng 


terwands ſhewn the filthy (wine, the cun- 
ning fox, or the dull 4 and were told 
that theſe were the animals of which he 
had heard ſo great things; what would 
be his. aſtoniſhment ? And would he not 


juſtly conclude, that either the deſcription. 


was entirely falſe, or, that theſe are not 
the animals which they. are ſaid to be? 


And it is equally certain, that either the 


{cri Ptures deſeribe 5 what it 
never 
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never was, or, Chriſtians, ſo called, are 
tures. They, who are devoted to pleaſure, 


who are filled with worldly cares, ambi- 


tious of honour, riches, and power, are 
no more like Chriſtians, than the filthy 
ſwine or the cunning fox 'reſembles the 
majeſtick elephant: and, it is as certainly 


true, that whoever truſts in himſelf that 
he is righteous, whether he be a mere 
moraliſt, or a religioniſt, has no more the 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity in him, than an ob- 
ſtinate aſs has the temper of a mountain 


Arabian; for ſelf ſufficiency, or confi- 
dence in our own merits, is as incompat- 


ible with faith in him that was crucified 
for us, as the love of the world, and tlie 


moſt ſenſual indulgences are inconſiſtent 


with the Chriſtian hope of eternal life. 


Vet at is not to be ſuppoſed that the 


fault is altogether in the people; as if 


the heavenly plant of faith, with its gen- 
uine fruits, were wanting only for want 
of a proper ſoil. If the ground be curſed 


with natural barrenneſs; if, of itſelf, it 


will never produce any thing but noxi- 


ous, or uſeleſs weeds; it may however be 
capable of vaſt improvements by cultiva- 
© 1 tion, 


3 


changed by a courſe of good huſbandry. | 


. 


Tera 
tion, and the very nature of the ſoil. be 


If the moral huſbandman diligently uſe 

the means which Heaven has ordained, 
he may reaſonably expect that a good in- 
creaſe will reward his labours. But it is 
to be feared, that, amongſt the cauſes of 
infidelity, this is a principal one. Proper 
means have not been uſed by thoſe whoſe 
office it is, to mend the ſoil and propa- 
gate Chriſtianity in the world, © 
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+ IF is very remarkable that, not- 


withſtanding, all the learned defences of 
Chriſtianity, with which the preſent age 


abounds,; andnotwithſtanding the week- 


Iy lectures from the pulpit on the duties 
we owe to God and one another; anfi- 


delity and immorality are ſpreading faſt 
and wide. Philoſophy and commerce 
have poliſhed our manners ; our luxuries, 
and even our vices, are more refined, than 
in the middle ages of the church ; but 
there is reaſon to fear that Chriſtanity, 
for the moſt part, though not wholly, is 


| baniſhed from the maſs of profeſlors :- 


The ſcriptures are laid aſide as the ſoun- 
tain and the umpire of truth ;* all zeal- 
ous attachment to Chriſt, as the proper 
atonement for fin, is now ridiculed, and 
THOU: Peake | the: 
* « It is obvious that there is in the preſent age a 


lamentable propenſity to catch at every little circum- 


ſtance that may be turned to the diſadvantage of the 


facred records, and throw things into that obſcurity 


which may be favourable to philoſophical ſcepticiſm.” 
Ph ſological Diſſuiſitions, by W. Jones, F. R. S. 


a 


4 
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the hope of eternal life in his blood de 
nominated hypocriſy and enthuſiaſm; a 
wide latitude of indulgence in volyptubul. 
neſs, ſuch as the pritnitive Chriſtians'had 
no notion of, is pleaded for; vice is no 
more kept out of ſight as that pernicious, 
ugly thing, which the friends of virtue 
have repreſented it to be; and, (which the 
ſeriptures deſcribe to be at once the ſign 
and puniſhment of apoſtacy) a contempt 
of marriage as the ordinance of Heaven, 
e adulteries, divorces, and the 
ſin of Sodom, make an ene Hu. 
g in Chriſtenddom. f 

But why are theſe things 01 2 Is. God 
departed from the. earth ? Will his bleſ- 
ſing no more attend the labors of his mi- 
niſters? Or, ſhall we ſay, The advocates 
and preachers of Chriſtianity have not uſ- 
ed proper means, ſuch as will enen 
mankind; and which God hath prom ed 
to proſper with his bleſſeng? en 
There is a remarkable difference be- 
tween the preaching of the apoſtles and 
of modern divines. T hoſe preached Chriſ- 
tianity as abſolutely neceſſary to men's 
ſalvation; theſe only as comparatively the 
beſt religion in the world : The W 75 


6 [. FEATURE U. 
did not heſitate to ſay, The whole world 


. % 22 2 f 
as become guilty before God; every man 
is in a moſt ruinous condition, and will 
be finally undone, unleſs he believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that is, unleſs he em- 
brace the goſpel as a way of ſalvation by 
Chriſt crucified for us. Our modern di- 
vines affect a greater degree of candour I , 
and tenderneſs : they charitably hope that IN t 
Deiſts and Chriſtians will meet ſafe at ill , 
laſt*: They think however, or ſeem to In 
eee 
* See a ſtriking inſtance in a late pulication by Dr. il | 
Samuel Horſley. In the concluſion of his charge, the II 
Archdeacon expreſſes his charitable hope that ort x Wn 
and heretic-MAY AT LAST FIND EQUAL MER- I 
CY, In the name of common ſenſe, why ſo much la- 
bour to convince us of Dr. Prieftley's errors, if, after O. 
all, it is an indifferent ng REI a man be ſineere - ci 
ly in earneſt to own, or to deny, the Lord that bought : 
him? Dr. P. may well admire the conclufion of this il ©: 
learned charge; for he has diſcerament enough td ſee, 
- that all the preceding arguments. are utterly infigoif- | 
Cant, if the Archdeacon's charity is juſt, If Dr. P's Nr 
oppoſition to the glory of our Lord, and his renunci- an. 
ation of all hope in 4 the power of that blood, Which I the 
was ſhed equally for all,“ may be © referred to the ny 
faſcinating power of prejudice,” or may be ſuppoſed Wc; 
to have been done . ignorantly in unbelief,” let cbari- me 
ty hope and pray for his converſion, and endeavour to I, 
effect it by a manifeſtation of the truth to his con- Why; 
ſcience, . Admit much morethana poſſibility, that Dr. iy: 
P. may be in carneft in all his miſinterpretations of the Nor 
ſcriptures and fathers, and in all his mifinterpretations Nhe 


of z fo were the Jews, who alſo had a zeal for 
God. Which was not according to knowledge; and for 
; F whom 
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think, nike the Chtiſtian p rofeſſion 18 4 


better, perhaps a ſafer, _ 10 = 
in a Taken ig art tharl an e e we, & 
therefore, kindly ended or to tor 


tidels. To .accompliſh this en 1 5 


of ſhewing that the Chriian cel 4 
contains things which eye hath nat feen, 
nor ear heard, neither have re d into . 
at the heart of man“ to- tancet efve ; 

at I which the ſtate of human trature 2 
to neceſſary to our ſalvation; and thereby” 
- Bf proving its divine origin, and rommangd- ” 
the ing attention and regard to it with 15 
dox Il nite athotity=jnſtedl of this, they i ip 
R. Chriſtianity of all its gran 


n 
frer or carefully diſguiſe ther , e 


ere- criticiſm, and even join infidels 1 1 pro- 
Ris bang them as enthuſiaſtick e | 
ſee, | ; ME ce we The 
oifi- ; 7 45178860 

: P's MW whom thechartable St. Pant bel Gosteewdt Mavindt tl 
mei- Wand ſorrow in his heart. If Charity be painted with, 
hich the idea of the ſwift deſtruction, which, they who de 
ny the Lord that bought them, are bringing upon them»! 


ſelves, let her weep over the {unhappy being, and la: 
ment the ruin, which fhe would, ba mea revents | 


hi thou your Lo * at leaſt in this thy IE | 
con- thin whic long unto-thy peace! Abe is charis .. 

t Dr vi But it is not clay it in hi :lo{ophical pre — | 
f the 0 which gives the lie to Gee 's' word, Sich makes 
. de Pernes of the * ves a Faith en vain. ä 

al for | 


44 o 8 * * 13 1 * 'F { — 1 
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The deſign is to make Chriſtianity appear 
more rational: They would perſuade 


us that 50 dee is natural religion im- 
5 revelation, a more perk ind: 
of Dei ; 

ic dic ay of preaching was in- 


Attention. and, if 
ne was, beheved, it,en- 


: But, .* method 


ds Jy is Plug ah impor- 
tance in the aft to 1 ſuch an extra- 
3 inter poſition of Providence cred- 
1 Vould God give a revelation, if 
ws, religion cold ſerve our turn ? 
But, granting the truth- of revealed re- 
ligion, if yet it be not abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, why trouble ourſelves # ak it, ſince 
without it we may be ſafe and happy ? 
Will God condemn us for doubting. the 
truth of a religion, the moſt material 
PUT. of which we, have already: 2 Thus 


0 101 is 8 rational: ork thes,. it can never be 


made to appear rational, without making it appear 


what it is not, to a certain deſcription of MEn,—S oe 
1 Cor. ii. 14. | 


| 
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by keeping ouf of fight the tthportanie&5f = 
A r= ar ith ae a fatal blow, 
and is aloe effectually ruined, \though | 
by flow, and © almoſt imper 9825 ible de- 
grees, than ir could be by any direkt - 
poſition whatever "The dry Wa 1 0 
bauma wiſdom Fa Aalen 'to make men 
Chriſtians, has multiplied infidels;. Within 
the pale of the church, as well as'with- 
out; for, by this mixterh' pfielt craft, 
multtitijdes''are_perfoadert tc faft and 
5 themſehdes Gtnittians, ng Are 
Deits e 10 Zunder 
N ns to be che region: 
ä ae general ty ot people 
wil; be projucitell in its favior; and in- 
Pheity re divine. Self fave wil 
not ſuffer us the traditions of 
-our fathers; — e we d be pe ing 
ourſelves in an error, and hurt our Eto 
and would put us to the trouble by ex- 
amination 5 which. ſloth; a love of caſe, 
and a wultipfcity of engagements, will 
not it. We Holand ut our eyes 
againft the light, catch at every ſhadow 
of ar t in favour of our opinions, 
and embrace the very apparition of truth 
for truth itſelf : Whatever is plaufible is 


ſufficient toj . our prejudices, Thus 
men 
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men become Chriſtians ;; and, it would 
not be polite, or agr ceable t. to modern 
charity, to queſtion 0 reality of their 


; | Fs ons: The clergy addreſs them as 


riſtians, call. upon them to live agree- 
_ ably,to La Mlbe af the goſpel, and 
then niſhed that fo few walk 
| worthy of 98 5 holy pr ofeſſon. But, it 
vould be mare aſtoniſhing, conſidering 
what e a l i pt] what hi 

| tian m Lare, in uch CLTCUMLTANCES, 
men 4:1 lead Chriſtian lives. If the 
culiar doctrines of Chriſtianity be taken 
for granted, ay ſufficiently: — or at- 
wa to ; or, if, by any means, they be 
_ 2 5 1 72 on; if er Fun — 
. away $.4 nat Or. p 
Fey 7 pine aer Lepm for them, 
it W to little puͤrpoſe to praiſe the 
beauty of holineſa, life. Let 
the 3 of Chri 1 prove thei 
religion to be the beſt in the Wan 3. 

the clergy. praiſe their eſtabliſhment, ag 
the beſt eccleſiaſtical conſtitution; let 


them preach againſt vice, and extol the 
merit of good works; there is not any 
thing in all this that can . awaken the 
wers of the 1 2 ſoul; men will ſtill 
e of the the world; in * ſtill 
ive 
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the in them, and they can never; in this 
way, be made aby c better than hy- 
poerites, or mere formaliſts in religion. 
The faſhionable prea 17. Fo to 1 . 
ſent Chriſtianity as A 5 religion in 
the world; it is eee that ſen "hen 
in the preſent ſtate of things, need noth-. 
ing more, to recommend them to the Su- 
preme Being, than to be good and virtu- 
ous ; and, through; ation of that 
candor, or charity ry, Wahdch is the ſpawn of 
infidelity, it 18 ſap poſed, that 5 may 
be truly virtubus in any relig- 
ion: 15 gnifies little, it ſeems, Whether 
they cet Jehovah, Jove, or Lord; it 
is aſſerted too, that there is no certainty 
of fz ms to de attained in this life z, 


we: to hope, in the mercy of God, 
that he ill make e allowances for 
human frailties, a on our offences 


on the merit of ee Here the 
Deiſt can never ſee any thing to bring 
his heart into captivity. to the obedience 
of Chriſt; for ' this: ſobſtantially; * 15. his 
wür pre already: Neither can the tom- 
1 of Chriſti nity de influ⸗ 
to yield themſelves unto Chri 


and 1 to engage their whole ſouls in tile 
Chriſtian 


F 2 


3 = 
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Ohriſtian profeſſion, for want of fufficient | 
motives. ., When any. ſyſtem, or modes: 
of thinking, or of external worſhip are in 
Pele pil may. contend with the zeal 
of party, and pet be infinitely; remaved 
from Chriſtian zeal and 


The ſtrongeſt natural abilities, the moſt 
profound. learning, the moſt ſubtil.. rea- 
ſonings on; moral truth, the deepeſt re- 
ſearches. in the ſcience of metaphyſicks, 
are not ſufficient to * prac- 
ically to er d God. The meraphy- 
ical propfy of God, ſays M. Paſeah, are ſo, 
very intricate, and fo far removed from, 
the common reaſonings of men, that they 
ſtrike with little force 2 Or, at beſt, the. 
impreſſion continues but a ſhort ſpace, 
and men, the very next hour, fall back 
into their old jcalouſies, and their perpet 
ual. fear and ſuſpicion af heing deceived; 
All the arguments of this abſtracted kind 
are able 10 lead us no farther than to a 
ſpeculative. knowledge of God; and to 
know him 1 Na is, in effect, not to 
know him. at all.—All they who ſeek 
God. without Jelus Chriſt can never meet 
with ſuch light in their inquiries, as may 
afford them true ſatisfaction, or ſol ule, 
„ | „5 


hor.” $0 | 


ſing, as the fitteſt mean, perhaps the only 
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For either they; advance not ſo far as ta 
know that there is a God; or if they do, 
yet they arrive hereby: but at an unprof- 
itable knowledge, bores. they frame to 
themſelves' a methad of communicating 
with God without a mediatar.;, So har 
they unavoidably fall either into. Atheiſm. 
or Deiſm, things which. the Chriſtian re- 
ligioh does almoſt pqually: deteſt and ab- 


To be good; men muſt detievs the yok, 
el.: And, there muſt be a moral prediſ - 
poſition of the heart, by which they be- 
come willing to lock into it; and who- 
ever does ſo in truth moſt, aſſuredly will 
embrace it. The purpofe - of God is to 

Pius moral ane; perhaps the great, 
bal. vn tity of it. And it Sake 

which e and which 

22 has promiſed to proſper with his bleſ- 


mean, in the preſent condition of human 
wo to accompliſh his gracious pur- 
poſe. , It hath in, itſelf a; tendency to 
make all, _ have:believed.in God, care- 

to maintain good works: For it con- 
tains ſuch. a diſcovery, of moral evil, and 


of the vanity af the wald z it affords 
| TY? 1 1 ſuch. . 


% 


6 rerum. 


ſuch a view of haman'guilt and helpleff- 
neſs, of death, of judgment; and of & fu- 
ture: ſtats ;; 1618” cha of the di- 
vine 1s; and- contains ſueh mo- 
tives do 
the will af E 


, as Gnndt fail to affect 


the human ſoul. When Chriſt is in us 


the hope of glory, we then accord with 
the truth of things; we Rand in that 
relation to Chriſt which has the promiſe 
of life ; and this hope will purify from 
1 private, felfiſh* confiderations ;. 
patience, wrath,” and 'malice ; 


from om pros, le, ſelf ullciency and from all 
on our own. . God is 


l that Being which he is; and, 


that gracious Being which he is in Chriſt 
Jeſus; hence humility, repentance; forſak- 
ing of ſin, detachment from the world, 
love, gratitude, univerſal obedience to all 
God's en ang charity tow 
ards all men. 
The apoſtles Hbereore never Seathit' of 
ti ang perry to / virtue by excel. 
ſpeee ——— wiſdom; 
thori of divine on, phil y 
ty e —— iloſoph 
err 1 Ta 
cept to * pervert, or * it. 
They 


ul returns, in obedience to; 
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They Chriſt crucified; and this 
St. Paul — be the power of God 
unto ſalvation to every one that believeth; 
and he exhorted the Coloſſians to beware 
of the pernieious allurements of philoſo- 
phy. And it is as much from a knowt- 
edge of facts as of the reaſon of things, 
that I venture to ſay, A more certain 
method; to banifly Chriſtianity from a 
r could never be deviſed, than phi- 
ophical diſcourſes on the Being and 
— — of God, on the nature 


man, 


aud a future ſtate; nor could the moſt 


malignant ſpirits wifh the Clergy to adapt 
any method, better caleulated tò deſt 
all regard for virtue, than preaching vir- 
tue on any other principles than thoſe 
which are purely Chriſtian. 
Me ought therefore wholly to direc̃m 
our inquiries to the knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, becauſe it is by him alone we can 


pretend to know God. in ſuch a manner 


as ſhall be really advantageous to. us. 
He is qur chief centre and ſupreme ob- 
ject, in reſpett of all that we can wiſh, 
and all that we can underſtand. 'Who- 


ever knows not him, knows nothing eith- - 


& in the order of the world, or in his, 
QWn. 


- 


- 


ſins and miſeries, of —— efpair; 


our,own,”? 4 4 | fo. . of 


W rgeat without danger: but that there 
Chet 


"rs 1 EL UNE II. 


ownaturg ghd condition Un him con- 
ſiſts all our happineſs, and ali our virtue, 


our lifeandlight, our hope and afſurance: 


Out of him there is no proſpett but of 


nothing to be beheld hy us but ſcurity 
andeanfuſien in wesen, nature andi Vi 

| 1 5 FS TEW | | 
My aim is to; det hen tb thathviſtiom ; 
which is juſtiy called the 20 vrt,’ N 


brei Neue; and, af .poliible, 70 Con- . 


vince you. that Chriſhanny ts net um in- 
ifferent thing. 7 — +may}receive, 


.2 ecplmy for it Ybu MUST: be 
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TAE SADDUCEES SAY THAT THERE 18 o RESURREC- 
TION; "WEITHER ANGEL NOR SPIRIT : | BUr- "THE 


PHARISEES CONFESS BOTH. AA., zzjii.*8. ; 110 $45 7 


Pg „ 
among the Jews. The Phariſees could 
not ſee any thing in the ſcriptures, which 
was not juſtified by the traditions. of 
the fathers; nor the Sadducees any thing. 
which they, could. not accommodate to 
the principles of philoſaphy: Theſe af- 
fected to be wiſer than their neighbours.s. ; 
thoſe, to be 4 s and righteous than 
all the world. An affectation of philoſo— 
phical wiſdom, led the Sadducees: to deny 
the reſurrection of the „ and any 
ſeparate ſtate of exiſtence. of the human 
ſoul; while. the more orthodox Fhariſees 
confeſſed both, as doctrines 3 


with the high opinion which _ enter- 
The 


tained 0 their own. merits; | 


7» - LEQGEVURE MM 
Ihe divines who flountſhed about three 
centuries ago, purſued the plan of the 
Phariſees. Their learning 1 conſiſted in 
an acquaintance with ecclefiaſtical - wri- 
ters, and ſophiſtical logic. They care- 
fully collected the ſentences: of the fath- 
ters, and of the ſchoolmen ; and, by the 
aſſiſtance of theſe, they preſſed the ſac- 
red text into the ſervice of an immode- 
rate ſuperſtition. Our moderndivines an- 
{wer to the other ſet : Theſe, fond of 
philoſophical refinements, ſet up reaſon 
in oppoſition to the categorical dictates 
of inſpiration. To make Chriſtianity 
appear more rational, they have ingeni- 
ouſly converted it into a fort of Deiſm. 
Whatever is found in Ariſtotle-muſt firſt 

be true: If Prophets and Apoſtles do 
not ſpeak agreeably to philoſophical wiſ- 
dom, they muſt be corrected by philoſa- 
phical ctiticiſm, and be made to fpeak no 
more than what reaſon can comprehend; 
or, no more than what reaſon properly ex- 
erted, may be ſuppoſed ſufficient todiſcover 
There are ſome nations who have not 
ſo much as the twilight of philoſophy, 
thoſe reflected rays of the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ſunk beneath the moral hori- 
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LECTURE It -; -* Is 
zon: Theſe evidence what human nature. 
is, when wholly left to herſelf, unaſſiſted 
by revelation. The Jewiſh ſets, the 
doctors of the middle ages of Chriſtianity, 
and our modern divines, are lamentable 
examples, whither human reaſon, even 
with the book of revelation in her hand, 
would lead us, when left to her own wild, 
proud, preſumptuous imaginations ; that 
is, when ſhe is not humble enough to be 
guided in her inquiries by the ſame ſpirit 
of inſpiration by which revelation was at 


firſt given to mankind. 


It will be well worth our while, to con- 
ſider how very little evidence and ſatisfac- 
tion we can obtain in our religious inqui- 
ries, from the principles bf natural relig- 
ion and philoſophy; in order to evince 
the folly and % ip of preferring, 
what is called, Reaſon, to the deciſive 
authority of direct revelation. But, who- 
ever would eſtimate the moral powers of 
human nature, muſt not fit down to cal- 
culate in his own 1magination, what de- 
grees of knowledge mankind may poſſi- 
bly attain, if, by any means, urged to an 
exertion of their powers to the utmoſt .. 
extent of which they are capable : He 

| "Th: muſt 


74 LECTURE H. 
muſt not form his judgment, by examin- 
ing, what is called, The Religion of Na- 
ture, delineated by modern infidels, who 
have been enlightened by that very reve- 
lation they reje& as uſeleſs : He muſt at- 
tentively conſider what human nature 
actually is, and what it ever hath been, 
when her powers have not been excited 
by extraordinary means, or, when defti- 
tute of ſupernatural aid. If thus we 
conſider what is, or can be, known of the 
nature of man, or of God, we ſhall find 
the ſtate of the world, ſo dark, as to pro- 
claim aloud the neceſſity of divine reve- 
lation ; and ſhall, perhaps, be induced to 
adore that gracious Providence, that ten- 
der mercy of our God, whereby the Day 

ſpring from on. high hath viſited us. 
There are no arguments, in favour of 
any opinion, more inconcluſive than 
thoſe, which are produced by Philoſo- 
hers, for the immortality of the ſoul. 
If this aſſertion appear too bold, let it be 
recollected that Cicero, who wiſhed' to 
believe the immorality of the ſoul, and 
a well ſtudied the opinions of preced- 
ana fl of vn found himſelf at a loſs 


ull of uncertainty : 22 With all his 
PpPiroofs 


— 


BTS TUD * 
proofs out of Plato, with all the argu- 
ments his vaſt reading and great parts 
could furniſh him with for the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, he was ſo little ſatisfied, 
fo far from being certain, ſo far from any 
thought that he had, or could prove it, 
that he over and over again profeſſes his 
ignorance and doubt of it. oy” 

We are ſo far from having any princi- 
les to prove, by natural reaſon, that the 
dul is immortal, that it never has been 

proved, and, I preſume, therefore, never 
can be proved, that we have ſouls capable 
of a ſeparate ſtate, that is, of thinking and 
acting independently of the body. There 
are reaſons, which ſome have thought ſuf- 
ficient, to prove the contrary to be pro- 


bable; for experience teaches, that there 


are many conditions of the body in which: 
the ſoul neither thinks, nor reaſons, nor 
acts at all. * 
Could it be proved that the ſoul is not 
matter, or compoſed of ſubtile particles 
OTE. "ab 
Locke. „ . 
Dum lego, aſſentior: Cum poſui librum, et mecum- 
ipſe de immortalitate animarum cœpi cogitare aſſentio 
ommis illa elabitur. Dubitans, circumſpetans, hæſitans, 


multa adverſa revertens tanquam in rate in mari im- 
menſo, noſtra vehitur otatio. Cicero. 


— 
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of matter, it would not certainly follow 


that it is immortal in its own nature; 


for we have not any poſitive idea of an 
immaterial being; and, therefore, can 
never prove that immateria lity and im- 
mortality are attributes, which muſt 
neceſſarily coexiſt in the ſame ſubject. 
To ſay that any creature, in heaven, or 
on earth, is naturally or neceſſarily im- 
mortal,“ or is ſo by reaſon of its own na- 
ture, is to attribute to that creature a 
perfection which belongs to God only. 
Let it be ſuppoſed, agreeably to the phi- 


loſophy of motion, that any creature will 


continue, if there be nothing from with- 

out to deſtroy its continuance; and ſup- 

poſe it far removed from every thing 
| ED which 


* The immortality of the ſoul among ancient Phi- 


i  loſophers, was a covert way of denying a future ſepar- 


ate ſtate of exiſtence, See Warburton's Divine Lega- 
tion. Their notion was that the foul of man is a par- 

_ Licle of the Divinity itſelf, or of the foul of the world, 
and that when man dies it returnstothe ſoul of the world, 
and is ablorpt, as a drop of water in the great ocean, 
and exiſts no more as the ſoul of man. Making it a 
rticle not of matter, but of the Divine Nature ufſelf, 

a little Deity in a cottage, that ſtays here a while, and 
returns tothe upper region from whence it came: As 
Manilius ſpeaks, Es : : 
An dubium eſt habitare Deum ſub peRore noſtro 

In celumque redice animas, cœloque venire,” “ 
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which can prove deſtructiye to its being; 


yet ſtill it is a creature, and therefore, 
dependent on the will of the Creator,“ 
and cannot be abſolutely in an indepen- 
dent ſtate; and, whether it be the will. 
of God that it ſhall continue only for a 
time, or live for ever, cannot poſſibly be 
diſcovered by reaſon ; but muſt be learn- 
ed, if ever learned, by revelation. But 
we have not any knowledge of a creature 
ſo conſtituted as to be independent of 
other: parts of creation. 

If the power of thinking, and of reaſon- 
ing, with which human nature is generally 
endowed, and the deſire of life, be conſid- 
ered as a proof of man's immortality, it 
will conclude as well that beaſts have im- 
mortal ſouls; for they exerciſe. the ſame- 

| 2X v6 EMC faculties,, 

* Ravelation:teaches that the moſt. exalied. ſpirits + 
depend both on the will and power of God for con- 
tinuance, as the meaneſt reptile. . Te. aaila- t a 
euver xe 2. In him we: ive; and move, and have 


our being: So that, were God to withdraw hit ſupport, 
by which creatures ſubſiſt, they would ceaſe: to be. 


That they are all ingenerable and incorruptible. 


* 


Which cannot be true of the real conſtitutions of things 

— All things, that exiſt, beſides their Author, ate liable 

to change.''—Locke. . EE RE. BE gh 
+<+Neither can LI rely with ſafety on the way Which 


- - 


ſome have taken to prove the immortality of the ſoul 


merely from the phenomena of ſenfation, which, they 
endeavour to prove, cannot be performed by mere mat- 
: N x tor 1 


* 


78 LECTURE III. 
faculties, though in a lower degree. The 
ſeveral ſpecies of animals which inhabit this 
earth are linked together, and differ but in 
almoſt imperceptible degrees: We ſee no 
router chaſm, or gap, between man and the 
eaſts, than between man and man; for 
ſome brutes there are, which ſeem to have 
as much knowledge and reaſon as ſome that 
are called men. And, if, in the ſcale of exiſt- 
ences, man is ſuperior to the beaſts, juſt as 
another ſpecies of animals excels thoſe of a 
ſtill inferior order, how can we be aſſured, 
by reflecting on our ſuperior talents, that 
man is any thing more than a beaſt which 
will ſoon periſh, as other beaſts do ? That 
which befalleth the ſons of men, befal- 
| leth beaſts, even one thing befalleth them: 
As the one dieth, ſo dieth the other ; yea, 
they have all one breath; 9 man 
. | ath 


ter and motion; for granting all this, yet the utmoſt 
that can be proved by it is no greater immortality in our 
fouls than in the fouls of brutes.'”—Origines Sacre. 
Bp. Stillingfleet relied entirely on the arguments, 
which he advanced, from the operations of the-mind 
in correcting the errors of imagination, from the reflex 
alis of the mind u Aelf, and the profound ſpecu- 
lations of the mind. Such arguments may prove that 
the dou} is not conſtituted of particles of groſs matter; 
but no more prove that the foul is in itſelf immortal, 
or will exiſt in a'ſeparate ſtate, than the phenomena of 
ſenation 2 it, See Mr. Locke's chapter « Of the 
Names of Subſtances.” . 
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LECTUSE M 
hath no preeminence above a beaſt ; for 
all is vanity :” And the probable conclu- 


ſion, from conſidering the ſtate of the in- 


habitants of this earth, is, All go unto 
one place; all are of the duſt ; and all 
turn to duſt again.“ = Ae 

It is far from my intention to deny 
that man has a ſpirit within, which will 
exiſt in a future ſtate : My purpoſe is to 
ſhew the inconclufiveneſs of philoſophical 


A, with a view to demonſtrate 
b 


the abſurdity of negle ct ing the poſitive 
evidence of God's ward (which is next to 


experience itſelf) to build on ſo uncertain. 
a foundation as are the principles of what 


is called Natural Religion. The argu- 


ment from the unequal diſtribution of. 


rewards and puniſhments, does not prove 
the immortality of the ſoul : This ine- 
quality, if granted that it does exiſt, may 
perhaps excite a probable conjecture that 


there will be ſome future ſtate; but will 


not prove the eternity of that ſtate. But 
againſt the argument there ſtands this, 
in their opinion at leaſt who reject reve- . 


lation, We are not yet aſſured that the 
ways of God are unequal, n, to 


he Eccleſ. ut, 


_ 


% LECTURE in. 
his government of us in this world: The- 
Ay may be a mere appearance, for 
aught we can tell, unleſs we were more ca-- 
pable of eſtimating the quantity of every 
man's guilt, and the inward feelings and 
diſtreſſes of every heart: There is reaſon to 
think that. they, who endure the greateſt 
calamities, donot always ſuffer the greateſt 
pain and miſery.. The ſufferings of inno- 
cent children cannot be urged, asa proof of 
the unequal diſtribution of rewards and 
puniſhments, by thoſe who believe in the 
exiſtence of moral evil in every child of 
man-; and they who do not. believe it, 


will not admit the force of the argument, 


unleſs you allow it to be an equal proof 
in favour of the innocent s, that in 
ſome future ſtate they will be rewarded. 
for their ſufferings here; for, the whole. 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together. Human knowledge is circum- 
ſcribed; ſuch clouds and neſs reſt on 


the moral and natural world; and we 


are ſo little able to account for moral and 
natural evil; that it is juſt as eaſy to pull 
down, as to build up, any opinion which 
is not founded on the word of God. 
I the apprehenſion, which 3 6 
have 
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have expreſſed of divine Powers and of 
immortality, had been an impreſſion on 
their mind by the finger of God himſelf, 
it had, no doubt, been more diſtinct, more 
uniform, and agreeable to truth: Or, if 
it had ariſen from a natura! diſpoſition 
for God, implanted in man in his creation, 
then, agreeably to that diſpoſition, men 
would always have ſought after God, in 
every age and country, and would have glo- 
rified him according to the light they had 
at any time obtained ; which thiey have nev- 
er done. And it is not ſufficient, to ac- 
count for the religion of the Gentiles, to 


ſay, Nature cries aloud through all her 


works, There is a God; fince it is true in 
fact that mankind either cannot, or will 
not hear that voice.? Were that voice ſo 
clear and loud as is pretended, why is it 
not underſtood by all nations? Had 
mankind been influenced by it, their re- 
| ligious 

* « They who are ue ee by revelation imme - 
diately diſcern the whole ſyſtem of things to be no 
other than the workmanſhip of that God, whom they 
adore, To them the heavens declare his glory : The 
invifGble things of him, being firſt underſtood by reye- 
lation, are clearly ſeen, But when that light is extintt, ' 
men ſee but clouds and darkneſs on the face of nature, 


and they are deaf to her voice.“ Paſcal. 
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his government of us in this world: The 
uality may be a mere appearance, for 
aught we can tell, unleſs we were more ca- 


in 


pable of eſtimating the quantity of ev 


ery 

man's guilt, and the inward feelings and 
diſtreſſes of every heart: There is reaſon to 
think that they, who endure the greateſt 
calamities, do not always ſuffer the greateſt 


pain and miſery. The ſufferings of inno- 
cent children cannot be urged, as a proof of 


is not founded on the word of God. 


have 


the unequal diſtribution of rewards and 
puniſhments, by thoſe who believe in the 
exiſtence of moral evil in every child of 
man; and they who do not believe it, 
will not admit the force of the argument, 
unleſs you allow it to be an equal proof 
in favour of the innocent beaſts, that in 
ſome future ſtate they will be rewarded 
for their ſufferings here; for, the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together. Human knowledge is circum- 
ſcribed ; ſuch clouds and darkneſs reſt on 
the moral and natural world; and we 
are ſo little able to account for moral and 
natural evil; that it is juſt as eaſy to pull 
down, as to build up, any opinion which 


I the a pprehenſion, which the heathen 
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have expreſſed of divine Powers and of 
im mortality, had been an impreſſion on 
their mind by the finger of God himſelf, 


it had, no doubt, been more diſtinct, more 


uniform, and agreeable to truth: Or, if 
it had ariſen from a natural diſpoſition 
for God, implanted in man in his creation, 
then, ef to that diſpoſition, men 
would always have ſought after God; in 
every age and country, and would have glo- 
rified him according to the light they had 
at any time obtained; which they have nev- 
er done. And it is not ſufficient, to ac- 
count for the religion of the Gentiles, to 
ſay, Nature cries aloud through all her 
works, There is a God; ſince it is true in 
fact that mankind either cannot, or will 
not hear that voice. Were that voice ſo 
clear and loud as is pretended, why is it 
not underſtood by all nations? Had 
mankind been influenced by it, their re- 
ligious 


% They who are enlightened by revelation imme- 
diately diſcern the whole ſyſtem of things to be no 
other than the workmanſhip of that . God, whom they 
adore, To them the heavens declare his glory: The 
invihble things of him, being firſt underſtood by reye- 
lati6n, are clearly ſeen, But when that light is extinct, 
men ſee but clouds and darkneſs on the face of nature, 
and they are deaf to her voice.“ P, 
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_ practices had not been ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with, and even oppoſite to, the 
tenor of that voice ; and the Literati had 


not ſo generally plunged into ſceptical 


and atheiſtical ſpeculations. And as the 


vaſt diſſimilarity, inconſiſtence, and ab- 
ſurdity, in the religions of mankind, evi- 
dence, that they never could have ſprung 
from any innate pious diſpoſition of the 
foul, and from the force of truth expreſſ- 
ed in the works of nature; ſo the degree 
of union, or ſimilarity, obſervable in them, 
demonſtrates the ſame truth; for it can- 
not be ſuppoſed that nations the moſt re- 
mote from, and unconnected with each 


4 other, ſhould ever hit on the fame method 


of propitiating Heaven by the uſe of thoſe 


>facrifices, for which there is no founda- 
tion in the nature, reaſon or fitneſs of 


things. The only way left to account 
for religion is by recourſe to revelation.* 
The doctrine of ſacrifices, and that of the 
immortality of the foul, and the whole 
chaos of opinions, in what is termed Nat- 
ES 85 ural 

* Animos ſupere ſſe corporibus, Grotius calls, Apti- 
quiſſima Traditio a Fal paiengibiug : And, the — 
tal aſſent of nations to the exiſtence of ſome Divine 
Being, he ſays, Alia eſſe non poteſt, quam aut oracu- 
lum Dei ipfius, aut traditio quæ a primis humani gen - 
eris parentibus manavit. 
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ural Religion, can be nothing leſs than 
the reſiduum of a very early and fad cor- _ 
ruption of revelation. 
approach to the times in which revelation 
was given to men, or to the place where 
it has been preſerved, you find the uſe of 


ſacrifice, the great object of revelation, 


to prevail; and, the farther you recede 
both, from the time and place of revelation, 
you find moral darkneſs increaſing, till 
you come to thoſe who have not ſo much 
as a name for God in their language, or 
ſo much as the leaſt notion of a ſacrifice, 
or of ĩimmortality. LL? | 
If we deſcend to particulars, we ſhall 
ſee that mankind could not poſſibly deviſe 
any thing more unworthy of God, more 
diſhonourable, or inſulting to him, than 
the religions, with which, it is pretended 
they worſhip him. What true or tolera- 
notion of a Deity, ſays Mr. Locke, 
edhundreds? Every Deity, that they owned 
above one, was an infallible evidence of 
their ignorance of God, and a proof that 
they had no true notion of him. To 
which if we add their groſs conceptions of 


corporiety, expreſſed in their images, and 


repreſentations 


The nearer, you 


they, who acknowledged and worſhip- 


1 LECTURE Mt 
repreſentations of their Deities, the am- 
ours, marriages, copulations, luſts, quar- 
rels, and other mean qualities attributed 
by them to their Gods; ve ſhall have lit- 
tle reaſon to think that the heathen world, 
that is, the greateſt part of mankind, had 
any knowledge of God, much leſs any 
ideas of him, which he himſelf was the 
author of. This account of heatheniſm 
is far from being exaggerated : It is a 
juſt account of the religion of the Gentiles, 
comprehending thoſe nations amongſt 
whom civil polity, the arts and ſciences, 
hiſtory and eee g were carried to a 
very great degree of perfection; and, a- 
mongſt whom were yet retained the faint 
rays of traditional knowledge derived 
originally from revelation. And certain- 
ly our eſtimate of human nature. ought 
to be taken from the condition of the far 
greater part of mankind. 
The wiſdom of the very fages of anti- 
quity did not conſiſt in any true know- 
ledge of God, and of the ſoul; not in a 
diſcovery of truth, but in a detection of 
obvious error, that is, in renouncing® 
| ſome 
* Neque, quid eſſet verum ipſum, ſciebant, neque 
0 os aut ubi, aut quamente quzrendum. Ita dum 


uccurrere humans ertoribus cupiunt, ipſi fe in plagas 
et errores maximas induxerunt. Gladium habent, ſcu- 
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ſome of the groſs opinions and ſuperſti- 
vulgar; and in ſuhſtituting 
refined Atheiſm in the place of common 


tions of the 


prejudices, Their opinions concernin 
were not of a religious kind, but merely 
philoſophical, or ä 3. for they 
made no other uſe of them than 10 ſolve 
ſome diffieulties they 


ing far the 


ena of nature. They 


had not any knowledge of their relation 


to God as the moral — of theworld, 


or that they owed him any 
ſervice. T They talked indeed of moral vit- 
tue, but their ideas of it were merely 


litical, and had no relation to the will of es 


God, as the principle of obedience. They 
had no idea of God as a pure ſpirit : 
Sometimes they ſuppoſed him to be air, 
or fire, or a fifth element: Sometimes 


aſſerted the whole world, ſun, moon, and 


ſtars, and earth, and ſouls, and even the 


Deities of the ſuperſtitious vulgar, to 2 | 


Gods. Their diſcourſes of a dei 


full of abſurdity, . and ſel s 3 
a hey never went farther 


tradition, 1 
than ſuppoſil ſomething like the elec- 
trical fluid, or other ſubtile matter, per- 
* all things, wy ed with 2 
Fog an 


met with in account 


and 
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86 ern. 1-4 
and that the ſouls of men are parts of this 
matter and therefore immortal: Which 
idea of the ſoul has ſomething in it more 
Philoſophical, perhaps, but not more a- 
greeable to truth, than the notion of a 
wretched Negro, who expects to return 
to Africa, whenever death ſhall have freed 
him from thoſe unfeeling, execrable Chri/t- 


| 7ans, who have made merchandiſe of him, 
| and ſeverely worked him, as a beaſt, un- 
| der the cruel laſh of a whip. So true is 
| it, that the world by wiſdom, knew not 
y EA . 

| 

| | 7 

| 
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PART u. 


W progrels in other ſciences, and 
in the polite arts, ſne made no progreſs in 
theology: Not becauſe her Philoſophers 


and poets neglected to cultivate this ſci- 


ence ; for there was not a ſubje&t they 
thought of, or diſcourſed about, more 


than the exiſtence and nature of the Gods: 
Nor was it for want of natural abilities, 


or of learning; for, the greateſt wits, the 


brighteſt conſtellation of geniuſes that ey- 


er illumined the republic of letters, were 
devoted to the inveſtigation of the princi- 
ples and cauſes of things. And ſurely 
this affords a ſtrong Freſumption, that 
religious truth is not congenial with the 


nature of man; for, otherwiſe, they had 

made equal pr rogreſs in religious knowl- 
But as ſoon: as 

the light of chriſtian truth blazed abroad in 


edge as in other ſciences. 


the world, pMoſophy put on another ap- 
pearance: By the aſſiſtance of this bor- 


rowed light, later ane ſpoke, and 


wrote, 


Wi ancient Greece made af. x 
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phers denied the poſſibility 
Faul was mocked at Athens, as a vain 


lernt 


wrote more worthy of God than their 
more famous 
light, which i enabled the deiſts* of the 
laſt, and of the prefent century, to ſurpaſs 


predeceſfors. It is this 


the ancients, 3 — they affect to admire 


as the models of perfection. And, there 
never was a man, whoſe- conceptions of 


the Deity were worthy of him, or, whoſe 
expreſſions concerning God roſe at all to 


the dignity and majeſty of the divine per- 
feflions, who has not been enlightened 


by revelation. | Even the fertile genius of 


Milton was indebted to revelation : His 


majeſty of thought, and ſplendour of ex- 


and all that is found in his writ- 


ings worthy of God, arederived from this 


ſource. © 

As for the reforreftion of! the body, it 
is a ſubject, v confeſledly, has never 
onee entered che Thinking mind of man 


to eoneeive it poſſible. * philoſo- 
of it 1 St. 


babbler, 


» Who * Qotes fro from heaven, and adh, 


* the theſt. | 
As philoſophy Wp e by revelation _ Chrivianity, 4 
in her turn, was corrupted by philoſophy. Ex -philo- 


| 4 ingeniis omnes hæteſes animantur, ſaid one, 


ole becloùded mind had light enough to ſee this 
ſource of error, —Tertua). 


t. 
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babbler, becauſe he preached Jeſus and 


the reſurrection. And it ſeems more 


than probable, that mankind would nev- 


er have any apprehenſion of the ſoul, or 


of its immortality, if born and educated 


abſolutely in a ſtate of nature; and 
would be as much without religion and“ 


artificial language as any of the four 


legged animals which howl in the vaſt 
deſarts. There never has been diſcover- 
ed a ſingle inſtance of a nation, or of one 
individual in any nation, where every trace 


of revelation had been once loſt, or where 
revelation had been totally corrupted, 
that ever emerged out of darkneſs, or that 
ever recovered one idea worthy of God, 
or of the ſoul. But that, which ſtrikes me 
more than any other evidence of the mo- 


ral darkneſs with which human nature is 
„„ H ©: enveloped;”7* 


0 a1 dave not, but if a calony of young children 


mould be placed in an iſland where no fire was, they 
would certainly neither have any notion of ſu@h a thing, 


nor name for it—and perhaps too their apprehenſfions 


would be as far removed from any name br notion of a, 
God, tilt fome amongft themhad employed his thoughts 


to enquire into the conſtitution and cauſes of things, 


which would cafily lead him to the notion of a God.” 
Locke on Innate Ideas. Mr. Locke ſhould have told us 
how many ages this colony might ſubfiſt before any one 
would ſo happily employ his thoughts. Perhaps the 
world would be at an end firſt, £ TE 
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is profeſſed to be believed, notwithſtand- 


fig the allowed importance of it, and not- 
vithſtanding the prodigious degree of evi- 
dence by which it is authenticated. Mil- 
ons in Cbriſtendom pretend to believe in 


God and in a future ſtate, while matter of 


fact every day proclaims their infidelity: 
For when — thew no ſerious regard Zi 


religion in their lives, me muſt -conclude 


that cuſtom and. intereſt have inclined 


opinions they never were 
of, or proſeh tes to. And if 


God be fo little | known and regarded by 
men, if there be ſo little real attention to 


a futute ſtate, even where the revelation 


of God and futurity is declared; can we 
imagine, that mankind, engaged. by a. 


ree of neceſſity, and by fenſual 


at deg 


inſtinct and inclination, — * 


would ever have thought of God, inq 

ed after him, or have concluded 1 * 
there is an hereafter, or formed any 
{ſcheme of religion, much leſs fuch an un- 


accountable one as that of ſacrificing 
| beaſts to the Deity, and offering up a 
firſt born for the fin of the ſoul ; unleſs 

there had been juſt ſuch a revelation as. 


We 


= is the aftonuſhing indiſpoſition | 
5 of men to credit revelation, even where it 
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LECTURE 3 
ve actually find there liatheheen; andun« 
leſs that — had been corru rg] 1 

There cannot be a ſtronger 

tive argument; to convince you 5 
_ darkneſs of ——— and of 
— ever recover one: idea worthy of | 
God, Or One thought ot bea the 
diſpoſition, which men have ever ſhewed; 
to corrupt revealed religion; to depart 
from truth into error; to go from good 
to bad; and from bad en z evem till 
they have loſt the very name of God, and 
buried every thought of their eternal con- 
cerns in the mott extravagant ſolicitude 
about preſent objects. Revelation was no 
ſooner given to men than they began to 
pervert it: Even when they knew Gd, 
they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful” for the ordinary bounties 
of Providence, or the extraordinary bene- 
fit of revelation: They choſe rather to ſol 
low. the wild imaginations of reaſon, than 
ſubmit to the deciſive authority and de- © 
terminations of God's. word. 'Fhe.confſe- i 
quenee- of which was, *+ Their foofi 
heart was darkened; and at length, ſo 
* l = 


ed” LECTURE 1 
of the in e God into an mage 


made like to — man, and to 


birds, and four footed beaſts, and creep- 


ing things.” In conſequence of this de- 
parture from God they ſunk into vice; 


| 5 God, in juſt judgment, „gave them 
tovile affetions ;” from which wretch- 
ed ſtate of error no one of the human race 

hath ever recovered himſelf. Revelation 


has been Tepeatedly renewed, at ſundry | 


times, and in diverſe manners, to ee 


ular families, tribes, and nations ; and 


has been repeatedly corrupted in a very 
ſhort ſpace of time. :- Chriſtianity feared 
the fate of former diſpenſations J and, is 
now ſo generally corrupted, that it is 


much more eaſy to fay what genuine 


Chriſtianity is not, than what it is. This 


diſpoſition, in human nature, to darken 


council by words without knowledge ;* 


this propenſity to forger God, which has 


in every age of the world, and 
under every diſpenſation of revealed relig- 
ion, amounts to this. They did not 


like to retain. God in their knowledge: 


for theſe appearances cannot be account- 


ed for, but on the ſuppoſition of ſome ma- 
lexolent, * * the nature 


of 
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of man; or, which emounts 4 the-iame 
thing, to the entire aſcendancy of 
inline. The experience of ages teaches 
that ĩt is the nature of water to precipitate 
down a declining and flow towards 
the deep abyſs ; and, we may as vrell pre- 
ſume, in oppoſition to this experience 
that the waters of ſtagnant podls and lakes 
may of themſelves begin to move, to af 
upwards, till they have 
reached the ſummit of the Alps or Andes: 
as to 1 that ä — ho, 
in all ages, | 
nded all 1 wy are ner wi We 
row cirele of earth, will ever — 
ter, and find out the Almighty, or diſcov- 
er and improve his on eternal intereſts. - 
There is not then the leaſt foundation 
in truth, for that excuſe for 
Idolatry, that man diſcovers: by it a ſincere 
regard for God, at the ſame time that he 
expoſes the infirmity of his on nature; 
by the fooliſh and monſtrous ceremonies; 
with which he means to reverence the Dis 
vinity. - The idea, I confeſs, is plauſible, 
philoſophical, conciliating: But, the evi- 
dence of facts obliges me to * 


„ rerum 


the real cauſe of dolatry and ſuperſtition, 
the real ground of all the brutiſn 1gno- 
rance and vices of mankind, is an intrin- 
ſical depravity of heart. If God hath ev- 
er been revealed, or by any means made 
known to men; they could not ſo general 
ly have been involved in error, have diſ- 
honored their Maker, and degraded them- 
ſelves, had it not been for an evil E 
ple univerfally prevalent: And, did x 
men:reaHy love darkneſs rather than light, 


it would not be ſo difficult, as it ever hath 


been found, to reclaim mankind. & tead- 
ineſs to palliate; to excuſe, and even to 
juſtify error, is one inſtance of this de- 
pravity; but it may appear at laſt, be- 
yond a poſſibility of doubt, by the gener- 
al behaviour and actions of , nations, 
im every time, —— and under 
every diſpenſation of Providence, whateve 
er-advantages a ivileges, corrections 
and diſtreſies God tent them, and by an 
induction of particulars:tojthe conſcience 
of individuals it may appear, I 'fay, 
when, alas l there will be no-remedy, that 
the heart, the very nature of man, was 
ſet Nat God. How prodigiouſly great 
will Mam ö and Sailt then ap- 
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pear, when the myſtery of Providence ay 
the myſtery ofiniquity;ſhall be laid open 


The whole proceſs: of: things; from the: 
beginning to the end of time, millions and 
millions of facts, will evidence that man 
is a ſinner: And every one will then be 
conſcious of ſin, though it may be the 
firſt time he ever thought ſeriouſly of God, 
or reflected on himſelf; The miſerable 
inhabitant of Terra del Fuego, or de Ba- 
brador, may then ſee, that; in whatever 
circumſtances he might have been placed 
other than thoſe in which he lived, he had 
been the ſame, as to his moral character; 
or, with this only difference, that his 
guilt had greatly Enn if * talents | 
had been greater. 1 
And if, in our Wave Kate, we ever at- 
tain ſo much light as to diſcern the exiſt-- 
ence of moral evil, we ſhall find ourſelves 
involved in tenfold night; becauſe we can» 
not, by any principles of reaſon, diſcover 
an adequate remedy, or create one ray of. 
hope. We have a moral ſenſe, or con- 
ſcience, as ſoon as we diſcover the exiſt- 
ence of moral evil, that it deſerves pun- 
iſhment. And, if ſin be to be puniſhed 


at all, 22 not all ſin r. Why not ſin in 


ad in evil is done away. 
have we to imagine that this will ever be ? 


> 
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the nature, in the youngeſt, as well as ar- 
tual tranſgreſſion in the oldeſt ? And why | 
not for ever? We do not ſee any one re- 
deemed from ſuffering; not one reſtored 


to ſuch a ſtate of favour with God, where- 
And what grounc 


Hath any one ever made agreement wth 
God for his brother ? Hath any one ever 
been able to fave himſelf from death, or 
to recover himſelf from the grave ? Can 


to God, to oblige him ? Can we diſcem 
any thing in thouſands of rams offercd in 
ſacrifice,-or in the blood of bulls and 
ts, which ſhall be a reaſon with a ho- 
| 4 maar cg mt 

it, that 1s, to pardon the ſinner, ſo that, 
in the view of it, the conſcience ſhall be 
— Can any partial obe- 


dience to any known law be more than, 


or even ſo much as, we owe to God, that 
it ſhould compenſate for fin ? Can we 


expel the principles of moral evil from 


our nature, ——— — 


Re > may be a proper — 
ment of alt ; but fre ms eg 


proper If we were to ſhed 


rivers 


us org. we do, any ſolemn mites, extend 
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rivers Pts tears in remembrance « of our 


folly and erkenn ene, it may Kill, be 
necellary for tie righteous governour of 
the world . and puniſh the 
guilty. But what is, fn? It is the crea- 
ture s alienation; from the Creator: A 
ſinner ſtands in oppoſition to the ill of 
Heaven: He is one whoſe conduct hath 
denied the exiſtence of any ſuch Being as 
God is: The ſcriptures call it / enmity 
againſt God. And do we not find our- 
ſelves already in a ſtate of ſuffering? And 
is not a ſtate of ſuffering, 2 
of God's righteous vengeance? Death 
may be the appointed wages of ſin; and, 
for aught we can tell, may be a criſis, in 
which a perfect ſtate of miſery will com- 
mence. And, if man be to ſuffer in eter- 
nity, his puniſhment muſt be eternal; 
for hat mode of exiſtence will not allow 
the au 4n which pain may eeals 
to, | 

Superticial realoners, who are ready to 
take every thing for granted which-ſuits 

their wiſhes, awill ,anfwer all this, by ex- 
9 8 The, Supreme Being is 
mercial : But, it ſhould be conſider- 
that ecke 21 a F — and _ 
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ous governour of the world; or no gov- 
ernour at all: The conſequences are too 


ſerious and important to us to allow of 
any preſumption: We ſhould know, and 


be ſure of the ground we ſtand upon. 
But, here, in this moſt intereſting concern, 
natural religion fails us: Reaſon and phi- 
— can never diſcover that there is 
any ſuch attribute of God as that, which 
ve call Mercy, by which a full forgiveneſs 
can be extended to a finner conſiſtently 
with the divine perfections. The in- 
ſtances of beneficence diſcernible in the 
conſtitution of the world, and the inſtan- 
ces of forbearance, which we may obſerve 
in the courſe of God's providential dif- 
penſations, are no proofs of this 
ſufficient to relieve a wounded ſpirit : 

And ſurely there is ſome reaſon to doubt, 


if not to deſpair, of mercy, when we con- 


fider that miſery is ever attendant on vice, 
and that the mitigation. of ſufferings, 
which offenders ſometimes enjoy, 1s but a 
ſhort, imperfect re ; for, the moſt 
_ dreadful of all evils we know in this 
world certainly overtakes them ſooner or 
later, and concludes the preſent ſcene of 
* even on the 
| ſuppoſition 
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fan of mercy, we have no ground 
to be aſſured; that 5 ever will be extended 
to us; becauſe, that all men 4 60 be 
exempted. from puniſhment, may be ut- 
terly repugnant to the nen lyſtem, 
and that conſtitution of things, which-in- 
finite wiſdom bath. thought proper to 
adopt; and becauſe mercy, in its very 
nature is ſovereign, 1 it being right and fit 
for God, in the view of all his ſinful cre- 
tures, to ſay, «1 will have mercy on 
whom, I will have mercy, and I will have 

compaſſion on whom I will have compaſ- 
don 27." BOX that a guilty creature can have 
no hope, but by a divine manifeſtation of 
a Redeemer, or of ſome medium ſuitable 
to the exigencies of his caſe, and by a rey- 
elation of the ſovereign and gracious. will 
of God; that he ſhall be reſtored to favour, 
rein and live for ever. 

That there are ſome Atheiſts, and ma- 
ny Sceptics, and that a great many men 
of letters are ſceptically inclined, is to me 
no cauſe of wonder. The abſurd at- 
tempt to make Chriſtianity appear like a 
more perfect kind of Deiſm, has occaſion- 
ed a vaſt increaſe of Deiſts, in every Chriſ- 


ſtian entf ſince the ee of letters: 
And, 
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And, when men have loſt fight of the im- 
portance of Chriſtianity, and have onee 
to ſuſpect the truth of revealed re- 
ligion, they have no firm footing left, but 
muſt begin to doubt of every thing; be- 
cauſe the principles of reaſon and pinlof- 
ophy, br of, what is called, Natural Re- 
ligion, cannot afford any folid fatisfaction 
either concerning our own nature, or 
that of God, of our preſent, or future 

ſtate of exiſtencte. 
I it can be proved tht there! is no oe 
cafion for any revelation, and confequent- 
ly, that there never hath been a revelation 
given to mapkind - tf it can be proved 
that the ſcriptures do not contain a reve- 
lation; if the evidences which anthenti- 
cate the bible do not even excerd thoſe 
by which we credit any other hiſtory ; 
& if the doctrines of the goſpel are Wen 
that they cannot be true, then Jet Chriſ- 
tianity be hooted out of the world: But 
if the evidences of revealed religion are 
ſufficient to perſuade an unprejudiced 
mind; if the ſeriptures contain a true 
hiſtory of human nature; a revelation 
worthy of God; if they exhibit the only 
ſufficient remedy for guilt and moral de- 
| pravity ; 
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pravity ; if they contain a ſure founda- 

tion for the hope of eternal life; let us 
not beſo abſurd as to adulterate this living 


ſtream of divine truth by philoſophy and 


deiſm; let us not prefer the faint light of 
the glow worm, merely becauſe it ſhines 
in the night, to the light of day; or, the 


broken ciſtern, which can hold no water, 


to the perennial ſpring. Let us turn our 
grateful adoring eyes, to that quarter of 
the heavens fromwhich all the lights, which 
ever illumined our dark world, have pro- 
ceeded; and with reverence ſearch thoſe 


ſacred books, which contain a hiſtory of 


all the revelations which God- has ever 
given to mankind. And, however humil- 
jating it be to the pride we feel in a con- 
ſciouſneſs ot thoſe diſtingutſhing talents 
derived from a liberal education, it muſt 
be remembered, that there is a temper of 
heart, very unlike this pride, which is 
more neceſſary to the underſtanding of 
God's word, than ene or 
philology, or the moſt perfect acquaint- 


ance with all the learned languages. 
With this temper a mechanic or plow- 
man will ſooner diſcern the mind and will 
of God, than the eagle eye of a Voltaire, 
| or 


4 
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or the penetrating genius of a Gibbon; 


and even than the critical ſkill of a War- 


burton, if deſtitute of this temper. 1 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, becauſe thou haſt hidden theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
haſt revealed them unto babes. THT SRI 
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ſome amongſt the clergy, both in Protef. 


that of a Chriſtian hey ogy they 
ſupport the farmer character, und 


. 77 it from utter contempt, Tree 
attention to 


Hearth wholly attached to Nn 
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ende a pkg of hliſtians from the | 
faith and b 285 the goſpe 
main not 41 l 
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feſſors of this holy religion, who. are fin 


cere diſciples of Jefus Chriſt. There"are 


tant and Catholic countries, who enter- 
tain liberal ſentiments, and deſ pile prieft- 


craft as much as an inge cam do. 


They can well diſtingu nth ro eng 
charater of a mere Wisent Patte der 


ent conduct, and a decent 
eſtabliſhed forms and ceremonies ; = 
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with the idea of bein his ſervants; and, 
a wiſh to make! men rel Chciſtians 
prompts them, more than all other mo- 


tives, to the ſervice of mankind, What- 
ever zeal they may expreſs for the nation- 


al eſtabliſhment of external Chriſtianity, 


is not the fruit of bigotry, nor doth it 
ſpring from a regard to their on private 


. intereſts; a from loyalty to 
rom 


their Maſter, and- charity to men, 
on account of the great advantage ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment affords them, to Frofeſs 


and teach t dons of geatin e Chrit- 


tianity. Such a_ clergyman as I would 
here — 27 the rector of my pariſſi; 


by whoſe F am about to read ; 


ln defer by him 


to you a diſcour 
— 6 1 preſent 


it in my 


ac the: 


1 8 825 truths, and as a con- 
t method which. has obtained, 
10 the — —.— almoſt of the Chriſt {tian 
ſpirit, by adulterating, God's word” with 

iloſophi ples and. logic. I never 
nd this. Rus nzmpring to eſtab- 
liſh. 12 opinions, y abſtract 
reaſoning or ahſtruſe argumentation ; and 


then hinting, that the ible countenances 


his 


an example of Wie in 


Py bee My 


ed 


TC ERASE PTS Mmanogs r- 


we 


* * s we ws 


„ dS: > Gs Oh ooeet 6. nant, Fant. aki ̃ u ER. A. Ra Do £5 


"LECTURE W 1 = 


his doctrine, bya flight alluſion to thelnn- 
1 ſeripture i He never attempts to 
his ingenuity, or learning, in ac- 


commodating ſome obſcure text to bw 


purpoſe, by demonſtrating what the text 
may ſignify: But, Gnas on the author- 
ity fl divine revelation, his method is, to 
exhibit the peculiar doctrines of Chriſt- 
iauity, by an appeal to. ſuch paſſages of 
ſcripture as are perſpicuous, and which 
want no critisat : {kill} to expreſs their 
meaning. The: ubject of the ſermon be- 
fore me is, Thie Aſcenſion, N pug 
fact, he wiſhes to eſtabliſn, fo, | 
impoi tance to us. To this and, he 
brings the ſcripture fully into the gen ir 
his: audience, and takes it i in tha ſenſe 
which. would be obvious to 4 peaſant, 
who had never heard any thing of the dif- 
ferent, opinions of eritics and commenta- 
tors. But, leſt- the meaning of a ſingle 
paſſage, taken from the context, ſhou 
be doubted, he brings ſeveral: paſſages of 
ſcripture expreſſing the ſame truth in a 
different manner, yet equally: convinting 
by themſelves; that by the united force 
of all toge . ee er 
ſuborned a falſe wit W 
ws | truth, 
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 trath.. He then illuſtrates his deRttine: 
and roncludes with a ſuitable exborrtio 
i Sage it! 5 . : ad : 


F. 
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ixD WHEN HE 0 bed b THESE worDs; waits 
"THEY b 48 WAS, TAKEN vr, A 71 
N HIM of THER SIGHT, 4s, 


WIEN our Saviour's ſolferings 5 
Jett ended, and he was tiſen from the 
dead; he continued: forty days on g ; 
in which: time he was frequently: ſern by 
his Apoſtles, who! received many infa 

lible of the reality of his Auurse 
tion. And when they were aſſembled to- 
gether on mount Oliver, he ee 
them to remain at Jeruſalem; and 
iſed that in a ſe days, they ſhould! 7" 
baptized with the Holy Ghott, to inform 
them better of the nature of the new dif- 
penfation of providence which was then 
about to commence, and to qualify them 
_ with extraordinary to preach the 
goſpel to the Jews, and to all the world. 
And then, immediately in their preſer:ce, 
while they beheld him as plainly as they 
had cver ſeen him with their eyes, he was 
taken up; and they ſaw the King of glo- 


— ö — 
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by Weng o 
a oud received him dur of their fight: 971 
The fact Was 45 elkar Und evident to 
the ſenſes of theſe many and faithful wit⸗ 
neſſes, that they, had no juſt groumd o 
doubt ho eue of it: They had Bkewife 
the teſtimony of 'two” angels, whs! ſtood 
by the *Apoſtes,” while they Riedfalf] ly 
looked towards heaven, as hewent uß; 
who faid; that the fame Jeſus, Whb'was 
men ' Exalted, : would certainly return in as 
manifeſt and gloridus a manner, at the end 
of the world, as he had ſeen to pp in. 
to'heaven. © But ihe coſſequent elfe 0K 
his exaltation are, to us, more certain evi- 
dences of it. The aſcenſion of Chiiſt had 
been repreſented under Ws; law, by: the 
high prieſt; entering once very yet into 
the Hol ef H6lits;- Which a part of 
the tabernacle; and of tie temple, | 
ed to repreſerit heaven. It was foretold 
by the prophet David, in the ſixty. eighth 
plalm 5 Thou haſt aſcended up on high, 
r haſt led captivity 2 and recery- 
ed gifts for men.” And our 8 Avio 
told his diſciples of it Nee and 
promiſed, as an evidence of his exaltation, - 
that he would ſend downs the Holy Ghbſt 


ow 
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intel! to, 
Aud Sa 


i , altogether: oppoſed. the. 
A of at. . We, ha Fol 
more thah ſt ide 


themin a - Agrees 
ably. to the me e . Þro- | 
. apd tothis promiſe of our Saviour, 
the. Holy, Ghoſt was given on ar day, of 
Pentecolt The ignorant, the unlearngd, 
prejudiced, apd cowardly diſciple were 
then immediately qualified to preach the 
goſpel in the, fice of the.mait Violent op- 
alition, z and were enabled to confirm their 


ny, by many wonderful works, 
which without the immediate inter; 
7 


gion of divine power, couid not 


- ä for ed i 
„ was Fareed ng 


of the Jews, who 

had hitherto remained obſtinate; and a 
great part ve the heatben world was proſ- 
6 Cog p of the true God 
viour, by Ru: 5: ho were deſ- 
fatute of human aid and natutal abilities 
equal to ſo great a work z and whoſe: own 
. circumſtances, their , prejudices 


e have, therefor 


ke 
TICal ( ce of the! N 
Aon f: Jeſus ;, or the eſtabliſnment of 
2 of of in heathe then nations is n cer- 
tain, . of it: And, all ſincere Chriſ- 
tians, who 13 in the name of Jeius, 


n 14 8 ; and 
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and receive anſwers to their prayers, are. 


aſſuref thereby, that the Lord is indeed 
aſcended up on high; ſince the God of 
truth would never anſwer their prayers, 
to confirm them in the belief of ſuch a 
falſhood, if it were one. 5 
That we may fully underſtand the doc- 


trine of Chriſt's aſcenſion, we muſt con- 


ſider how the ſcripture connects his aſcen- 
ſion with his humiliation, and the oeca- 
ſion and deſign of both. 5 
Our Lord diſcourſing with Nicogemus 
thus expreſſed the one with the other; 
« No man hath aſcended up to heaven, 


but he that came down from heaven, e- 


ven the ſon of man, who is in heaven: 
St. Paul wrote thus to the Epheſians; 
« Now that he aſcended, what is it but 
that he alſo deſcended firſt i into the lower 
parts of the earth? He that deſcended is 
the ſame alſo that aſcended u vp far above 
all heavens.” Chriſt prayed for his glo- 
rification in .reference to, and on the 
ground of, his humiliation : I have glo- 
rified thee on the earth ; I have finiſhed the 
work thou gaveſt me to do. And now, 
O Father, Glorify gn me with thine 
ownſelf, with the glof Which I had with 
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le 
thee before the world was.“ We learn, 


by theſe ſcriptures, that our Savioùr had 


a being before any creature exiſted; that, 
in eternity, he was with the Father, and 


had glory in common with the Father; 


that, in time, he emptied himſelf of his di- 
vine glory; and, in a way of moſt aſton- 


iſhing humiliation, came into this world, 


and lorified God upon earth; and, hav- 
ing done this, he claimed the reſumption 


of his divine glory in heaven. All this 
is very explicitly declared by St. Paul, in 


terms which can hardly be miſtaken ; and, 
\ which cannot be perverted, by thoſe who 


wiſh to pervert them, without the utmoſt | 


violence of criticiſm to wreſt the plain and 
obvious meaning of words. Exhorting 


the Philippians to humility and charity, 


this aſtoniſhing inſtance of the gracious 
condeſcenſion of Chriſt Jeſus is propoſed 
as an example, who being in the form 


of God® thought it not robbery to be e- 


3 Th qual. 
lt is to be noticed thet this humility of Chriſt je- 
ſus was previous to his taking upon him the form of a 


ſervant, and to his being made in the l:keneſs of men; 


which muſt have been previous to his birth; for in 
that form and likeneſs he appeared all his days on earth: 
Aud truly, if he had no exiſtence before he was feund 
in faſhion as one of the human ſpecies, and was never 
e mier ine ee cen FR, crew ould rot 


oy 


re 
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qual with God; but made himſelf of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a ſervant, and was made in the hk=neſs 
of men; and, being found in faſhion as 
a man, he humbled himſelf, and becam 
obedient unto death, even the death a 
thecroſs. Wherefore God alſo hath high- 
he any emphatical expreſſion of humility in his exam- 
ple. For a mere creature not to affect equality ' with 
(30d, is no greater humility than conſiſtert with the 
pride of Alexander; who, though he affected givini- 
ty, as the ſon Jupiter Ammon, never dreampt of being 
eq al to the Father of Gods and men: And the apol- 
tles might as well have ſaid, let this mind be in you 
which was alſo in Alexander the Great; who though 
he conquered the world, and, as a God, had the diſpoſ- 
al of the fortunes of kings and nations, and was com- « - 
plimented with divine 1 et never affected e- 
quality with the Supreme Being, nor once dreamt of 
the blaſphemous robbery that poſterity would be guilty 
of, in giving to him the worſhip which is due to God 
alone, This is much like the gloſs which fome have 
put upon the text, to obſcure its meaning. But they 
would offer no greater inſult to our underſtandings, 
were they to endeavour to prove that there is no ſuch 
ihing as motion, or matter, or that the world is only an 
idea, or that there is no ſuch book as the bible, than 
they now offer by their confident aſſertions that there 
is no ſuch doctrine in the bible as this, that Jeſus is the 
Son of God, in ſuch a ſenſe as to be equal with God. 
cannot forbear mentioning here another parallel text: 
« Ye know the grace of our Lord 2 Chriſt, who, 
though he was rich, yet, for your ſakes, became poor.“ 
This is not a true hiſtorica} fact, if Chriſt Jeſus had no 
exiſtence previous to his incarnation, or birth ; for he 
never was rich while-he lived here, nor became poor 
at any time; for he always was ſo, 


— 
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1y exalted him, and given him a name 


which is above every name; that at the 
name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and 


things under the earth, and that ae 
Chriſt 


tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus 


is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ 


We have now to confider the occaſion 


and deſign of this humiliation and exult- 


ation of jeſus. 


When man had finned againſt God, 
he was turned out of Paradiſe, and be- 


came the heir and inhabitant of a world 
of woe and miſery. He could not poſſi- 
bly diſcover any hope of recovering his 


former bleſt eſtate, or deviſe any ſuffi- 
cient means, by which he might obtain 
that better Paradiſe in Heaven, for the 


wages of ſin are death and hell; and the 
truth and juſtice of God, agreeably to the 
conſtitution which infinite, wiſdom had 
thought fit to eſtabliſh, required, that 
man ſhould ſuffer the due reward of fin, 
as the only. way in which ſinful man 
could glorify the moral government of 
God. "9 5 N 
But the Son of God bowed the heavens, 
and came down was made fleſh and 
bs | dwelt 
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dwelt among us; was made under the 
law ;” and was. obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs.” - By this act 
of perfect ſubmiſſion to God and charity 
to men, he_glorified;God. on earth, where 


ſin was the denial of ſuch a Being as God 
is, and had darkened the divine perfec- 


tions ;. i. e. a medium was eſtabliſhed, by 
which the divine perfections might ap- 
pear, and ſhine forth gloriouſly in eter- 
nal. favour. towards men. As ſoon as 
this was accompliſhed, the grave was 
opened 3. and a. Way into the holinlt wa 
made manifeſt.. Jeſus roſe, and aſcended 
up on: high:;. took. poſſeſſion of heaven 
for men, and was inveſted with all pow. 


er in heaven and earth, to exerciſe it for” 


the redeemed,. and to beſtow. on. hutjan. 


n A 2 


kind whatever is neceſfary to- our eternal 
well being. He therefore gave gifts un- 
to men, apoſtles, prophets, evangeliſts, 
paſtors, and teachers; for the pęrfecting 

of the ſaints, for the work of the mini | 

try, for the edifying- of the body of 
Chriſt.“ 


<- 


| | „ . 
The holy ſcriptures: expreſs this ſalva- 
tion, by re preſenting all believers quick - 
, „ 5: Wie 
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ened together with Chriſt ; riſen with 


him; aſcended and now fiitting with him 


inheaven. In Heb. 1 Chap. we are told; 
that he, who was the brightneſs of 
glory, and the expreſs image of the Fath- 
er's perſon, and who upholdeth all things 
by he word of his power, purged our 
ſins by himſelf; and then fat down on the 
right hand of the Majeſty on high. St. 
Paul ſhews the glorious effect of this fef- 
ſion, as it relates to us: He begins his 
epiſtle to the Epheſians with this thank- 
ful doxology; Bleffed be the God and 
Father of our Lord jeſus Chriſt; who 
hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in heavenly places in Chriſt; and in 
the ſecond chapter, God who is rich in 
mercy hath quickened us together with 
Chriſt and hath raiſed us up together, and 
mad ds ſit together in heavenly places in 
Chriſt.“ VVV 
In the eighth Pſalm, man is repreſent- 
ed as lord of the world; and having do- 
minion over all things in it, ſo that there 
is not any thing which is not put in ſub- 
jection under him. The apoſtle obſerves 
(Heb. 2.) that this deſcription of man's 
glory and honouy, as ſet over the whole 
creation, is not at all ſuitable to the preſ- 
ent frail and ſuffering ſtate of human na- 
. | | | | ' ture. 


hath taken poſſeſſion of it ; and all things. 
are put under his feet, to exerciſe 


0 immortality. 
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ture. But, what then? We ſee Jeſus, 
adds the apoſtle, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, for the ſuffering of 
death, crowned with glory and worſhip ; - 
we ſee him exalted to the head of creation ; 
we ſee him lord of all: And this is our tri- 
umph; for both he that ſanctifieth, and 
they that are ſanctified, are all of one; for 
which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them 
brethren ;” they are one with him; joint 


heirs with Chriſt Jeſus ; and in that he lives 
and reigns (it is the ſame thing to them) 


they l 


e and reign with him. Our hope 


therefore, enters into that within the veil: 


We look upon heaven as ſure to us; as 


our n certain inheritance ; becauſe 
Chriſt is entered into heaven for us; and 


ion on our behalf, and to make all s | 


work together for our good. - 


In his death I fon the price, | 
And, in his great aſcent, the proof ſupreme. | 


e 


| Took wing, and mounted with him from the tomb | | 


Then, then I roſe ; then firſt humanity 
Triumphant, paſs'd the cryſtal ports of licht, 
arne gueſt !) and ſeiz d eternal — 
d in our IL 


we. 


Man's 
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Mlan's mortality 

Was then transferr'd to death, and Heavens dura 
tion | 

Unalienably ſeal'd to this frail frame, _ 

This child of euſt—Man, all immortal, hail !” 


Younco's N ight Thoughts, | 


The following iluſtration 1s. intended 
to make the doctrine of Chrift:s aſcenſion, 


in relation to its importance to us, as 


plain as poſſible to the meangſt capacity. 


Suppoſe that you, or one of your forefa- 1 


thers, had been guilty of ſome high crime, 


or miſdemeanor, and had forfeited all the ö 
honors, privileges, and eſtates, which you; 


or your forefathers, once poſſeſſed and: 
that you were, in conſequence, reduced to 
a · ſtate of-abjett poverty, and baniſhed for 


ty and ri rſon, touched with compaſ- 
tonat the fight of your. wretched condi- 


eſtates, and dignities; is gone before you 
in your name, has taken actual poſleſſion. 
of your eſtates for you; has obtained and 
ſecured to you every thing. neceſſary to 
bring you back to your country; and is 
engaged to put you, after a while, into the 
real, actual and full poſſeſſion of all that 
you eſteem valuable and dear. Though. 


* PR 


ever from eee country. But ſome migh- 


by a wonderful act of charity, has 
regained your freedom, your privileges, | 
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you are ſtill living in the country of your 
baniſnment, =_ think upon the eſtates 
as your own, becauſe you have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of them already by your proxy, or 
repreſentative. Your poverty indeed is ſo 
extreme, that you have not ſufficient to 
bear your expenſes on your journey home; 
and the obſtacles and dangers to be ſur- 
mounted are ſo many and great, that all 
your friend has done, to purchaſe and 
take poſſeſſion of your eſtates, is likely to* 
be in vain ; therefore your great reſtorer 
remits and ſends to you, from time to 
time, as neceſſity requires, certain por- 
tions of your eſtates, and ſuch neceſſary 
guides and guards as will enable you to 


return ſafe from your baniſhment. Theſe 


remittances and aids you look upon as 


certain earneſts, that the eſtates are now 


your own ; and, are-pledges of your be- 
nefactor's care and fidelity,  * 
Apply this repreſentation to what you 
have heard of our redemption by Chriſt. 
We are in this world in a ſtate of baniſh- 
ment, expoſed to fin. Chriſt hasobtain- 
ed our forfeited life, and the heavenly in · 
heritance. In our nature, and in our 
name, he is gone to heaven, and has taken 
poſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of it for us; and now he ſends 


the ſupplies of his ſpirit and grace, to 


bring us into that goodly inhetitance, 


Theſe ſupplies are an earneſt, and ſure 

pledge to us, from our heavenly Father, 
of his good will towards us, and. of our 
right, or title, to the full enjoyment of 


eternal life; and, that we ſhall not fail 
in our expectation of it, though the ob- 


ſtacles, difficulties, and dangers in the way 


to it, are exceedingly many and great, and, 


otherwiſe, unſurmountable. How impor- 


tant, then! and, of what infinite conſe- 
quence: to us, is the aſcenſiou of Chriſt ! 
How plain are: thoſe words, -which he 
ſpake to his diſciples ; Is it expedient for 


you that I go away.” And how inter- 


eſting that meſſage, which he ſent unto 


them, after his refurreftion ! Tell my 
brethren that I aſcend unto my Father, 


and your Father ; to my God, and your 


| God.” 


1 ſhall now mention one practical in- 
ference ; which is, the great duty of heav- 
enly mindedneſs. If ye then, ſaid the 
Apoſtle to the Coloſſians, be riſen, with 
Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above, 


where Chriſt ſittetb at the right hand of 


Gad. 


| there will your hearts be alſo.” 


L 
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God. Set your affections on things above, 
not on things on the earth. For ye are 


dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in 


God. When Chriſt, who 1s our life, ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him 
in glory. Mortify therefore your mem- 
bers which are upon the earth; fornica- 
tion, uncleanneſs, inordinate affection, e- 
vil concupiſcence, and covetouſneſs, which. 
is idolatry.” If you were in a ſtate of 


baniſhment, and ſuffering miſerably in a 


foreign country, and were redeemed from 
it, and to return again to the enjoyment 

of the greateſt honors,” privileges, and eſ- 

tates in your country, how unſuitable 
would it be to engage all your thoughts 
in concernments of that country wherein 
you are ſtrangers ? How would you think 
of home! how diligent to provide for 
your return? and to make the beſt of your 
way thither! “ Where your treaſure is, 
If we were without this precious hope, 
in Chriſt ; if this world were our all; 
then the Epicurean doctrine would be 
the wiſeſt : Let us eat and drink, for to 
morrow we die. But, whereas humanity 

hath found a way to heaven; whereas 

2 we 
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we are called to the hope of eternal life 


in Chriſt Jeſus ; let us deny ourſelves, 
and mortify all thoſe tempers and luſts 


which would render us unfit for heaven; 
let us beware even of thoſe neceſſa 


from better things, and draw us aſide from 
the pathof holineſs. We are to conſider 
ourſelves as ſtrangers and pilgrims on 
earth ; to regard every thing 1n it as leſs 


than nothing and vanity, compared with 
our glorious hope; and even to conſider | 
this world as polluted, and devoted to de- 


ſtruction. The momentary ſufferings of 
this preſent life may well be lightly re- 
garded, by thoſe who are looking into 
that heaven of everlaſting peace and joy 
as their own certain, inalienable portion. 
I reckon, ſaid the apoſtle, that they are 
not worthy to be compared with the glo- 
ry, which ſhall be revealed in: us. And, 
on the ſame principle, the honours, riches 
and pleaſures of the preſent life are, with 


good reaſon, ſlighted by ſincere diſciples. 


is very Uifferent from that on which ma- 
| . 


I fay WR} good reaſon : For the principle 


: cares, 
and innocent pleaſures, which, through | 
our depravity, are too apt to take us off 
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ny moroſe and proud moraliſts, and many 


gloomy and ſelf ſufficient religioniſts, 


detach themielves from the buſy and gay 


world; who only affect to be wiſer than 
their frail . eee and make a merit 
of their mortifications. - But can we con. 
ſiſtently agitate our ſpirits with worldly 
politics, and ſcramble, and fight, for this 
periſhing world, as they do, who have no 
ſuch hope ? When our citizenſhip is in 


things which are not ſeen, and which are 


If ſuch is the principle, and che ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity, how little Chriſtianity is 


to be found in the world ! Do not your 
hearts condemn any of you? I feel a re- 
luctance to reprove - but, can the lewd, . 


the drunkard, the profane ſwearer; can 


the worldly minded, thoſe who are devot - 
ed to gain, to pleaſure. and diſſipation; 
ever imagine, that they believe in the Sav- 
iour ſitting at the right hand of power ? 
Can they fancy that they have any true 
faith, or hope, in Chriſt ; when they 


never walk, as he-walked, or pany them- 


L ves, 


heaven; and, while we look not at the _ . 
things which are ſeen; for the things 
which are ſeen are temporal; but at the 


a LECTURE ww; 
ſelves, as he 1s pure? If they 


any ſuch imagina. ion, how aſtoniſhing ! 
And, how fatal is their deluſion ! 


1 The Collects, for Aſcenſion day, and 
the Sunday after, will be a proper conclu- 


ſion of this diſcourſe. 
rhat like as we do believe thy only begot- 


ten Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to — 2 


cended into the heavens; ſo we may alſo 
in heart and mind thither aſcend, and 


with him continuall; dwell, who liveth 
and reigneth with theeandthe Holy Ghoſt, | 


one God, world without end. 4 + 
O God, the King of Glory, who haſt 
exalted thine only Son- Jeſus Chriſt with 
great triumph unto thy kingdom in hea- 
ven: We beſcech thee, leave us not com - 


ſortleſs, but ſend to us thine Holy Ghoſt 
to comfort us, and exalt us unto the ſame 
place whither our Saviour Chriſt is gone 
fore, who liveth and i eigneth with thee 


and the Holy Ghoſt, one Gods world 


without end. Amen. 6 
. | 2 


entertain 


Grant, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 7 
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THE CREDIBILITY OF, REVEALED RELIGION. 
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BE NOT CHILDREN IN. UNDERSTANDING; EUT 1N 
UNDERSTANDING BE MEN. 1 Cor. * v. 20. | 
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of 


* Ir. is not eaſy to ſay, whether 
the preſumption of ſetting up reaſon a- 
gainſt revelation, or, the folly of ſetting 


revelation againſt reaſon,” be the greateſt 


inſtance 'of human error ; 'for, without 


reaſon, revelation cannot be received; and 


without revelation, reaſon is unable to 
guide us in the moſt important concerns. 
Reflection, reaſon and revelation®; can- 


not afford us any light without exp3ri- 


ence, or, beyond the proportion of it; 
for it is as impoſſible for man, as for a 

* By revelation here is meant traditional revelation ; 
for immediate, or original, revelation, may be as much 


a ſcource of new ideas, as fenſation itſelf, We cannot 
ſet any bounds to the power of God, who may, ſuper- 


naturally, imprint what ideas he pleaſes on the mind of 


any man: But theſe can never be the ſubjett of tradi- - 
tional revelation to be communicated to others. And 


therefore St. Paul ſpeaks of what he heard, when he 


„ 


was taken up into the third heaven, as not law ful, i. e. 


not poſſible, for a man to utter. 


See Mr, Locke's Chap. 0, Faith and Reaſon. 
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tree, to form any judgment of things, be- 
fore the mind 13 furniſhed em corref- 
nding ideas ; and, though experience 
| hit ails us, for want of a — 
ſtock of it, in judging things which are 
immediately before us; yet, is it the 
ground of faith in the ſublimeſt myſteries 
of revealed religion. 


The articles of pure revelation are ſuch 


as lie beyond the reach of our natural 
faculties, or above reaſon ; yet never con- 


tradict the evidence of our ſenſes, or that 


certain knowledge we derive from expe- 


rience ; and there is not a ſingle article, 


which experience, or reaſon grounded | 
on it, will not, in a greater or leſs degree, 


evidedte to be credible. There is fuch a 


wonderful analogy in the works of God, 
that I fear not to diſcover a coincidence, | 
or agreement, in the book of revelation 


with the book of nature; and expect to 
find myſelf as much a rational creature 


in the church, as in the ſchools of plulo- 


ſophy. 
To ſhew hw” all our knowledge de- 
pends on experience, and is limited to the 
proportion of our ideas derived from ſen- 


tion ; ö ſuppoſe a man created with fac- 
; ulties 


* = mg ws Fo fl 


1 
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ulties as perfect as were thoſe of Ariſtotle, 
Sir Iſaac Newton, or Mr. Locke; and that 


room at St. James :s 3 he could not, by 


reaſon alone, have any apprehenſion of it 


being poſſible for him ever to get out᷑ of 


the apartment: He could not immediate- 
ly judge of the diſtances of things; and, 


it by chance he were to lift his hand to 
his head, he might imagine, from thas lit- 
_ tle experience, that he could as eaſily 
touch the cieling, or reach the diſtant ſky, 


until further experience had taught him 


8 


The knowledge we have of what is 


good for food, and the means of procur- 


ing it, is obtained by us from experience. 
But, it is not eaſy to conceive, how a man, 


vhen firſt created, much leſs, how multi- 


tudes created together, and placed in this 
world, ſhouid be able to ſubſiſt,“ if not 


/ w x CES 


This difficulty of ſubſtſting, even in a fertile coun- 


try, is well deſcribed in that much admired book, the 
Hiſtory of Robinſon Cruſoe, The author was obliged 
to warp the wrecked veſſel within, reach of his hero, 
and to land a rich cargo of utenſils on the iſland, and, 
after all, to deſeribe innumerable difficulties, that the 


preſervation of a man from ſtarving who had a good 


ihare of natural ingenuity and a large ſtock of ideas 


lite 


from experience, might appear a probable event, We 


- 
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b inttructed by a revelation from ſome fa- | 
ede and, it is as difficult to 
imagine, how man, at firſt, could receive 
8 that har infruQion 2 becauſe we find it ne- 


to gain a ſtock of ſimple ideas from 
experience, before we are capable of re- 
ceiving any inſtruction at It is in- 
deed to our notions of the Al- 
migh 
ſuppoſe, that when he created man, he im- 
preſſed his mind, by a ſupernatural influ- 
ence, with ſuch "ideas as enabled him to 


receive inſtruction, or gave him at once 
ſuch a knowledge of the creatures to 
* which he had any relation, as was ſuf- | 


ficient to big well being. 
If a repeating watch were bebe to 


a ſavage, it would not be eaſy to make 


him comprehend the nature and uſe of 
it; and, without information, it would 
not be poſſible for him even to gueſs what 
it might be. His experience would fail 
-him, becauſe he has not a ſufficient ſtock 
of experience to lead him to any under- 

_ ſtanding about it; and ſhould he preſume 
to judge of ; it on the experience. which be 


has 
Lule think ans code; helpleſs, 8 creatures 


.  - we are; and how much we are indebted” to the united 


Kitt and labour of thouſands for our daily enjoyment. 


power and goodneſs of God to 
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E 


through the narrowneſy of our experience, 
| have, that is, to examine; perceive, or de- 
which occaſions much wrong judgment 


of things, and is indeed a An of almoſt 
infinite error. But this ſhould not 


entertaining knowledge. 


LECTURE 2 


has obtabint; ithe Went - 
and rude ſocieties of men, * ignorant as 
himſelf, he'would: \ conchude; that 


the watch —— endowed with 
2 n of ſpeaking, or uttering its own 


1 _ were the ee » | 
down while in poſſeſſion, wou 
— that the animal had died for 
want of food, or through fear of ſavage 
treatment. Thus there ate many things 
knowable, which we can never come to 
the knowledge of ; - becauſe we are placed 
in circumſtances, which will not allow us 
any opportunity to furniſh, | ourſelves 
with thoſe ideas, which are neceſſary w_ 
illuminate our underſtandings: And, 


we often want {kill to uſe the ideas we 


termine their agreement or diſagreement ; ; 


quench our thirſt after knowled ge, or ſtop 
our inquiries after truth: 3 
yet a ſure foundation for wr uſefal and 


tho atie of | 
to PR, ara to YO advice 
' 4 


* 


— OE Or aA Eee 9 — 


2 ˙ — n us gt nr ——4«%éß .:! «4 4 Tn „«%“) „„ 
* 1 
1 1 : 
* \ 
* $ 
% 


ligion, and embrace 


greater certamty, 
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Bacon, the father of later philoſophers, 


great progreſs. has 
rides na ng 74 and .thiwe proceed — 8 the 
ſame degree of caution in ſearch of moral 


after natural truth, that: is, if we * con- 
tent to go no further than certain experi- 


ence will lead us, and be careful to pro- 


ceed to its utmoſt extent, I will venture to 
predict ſcepticiſm, and 


dium, ſhall etrate further, and with 


re 


ions of ſpace. 


and ſuch things may have been becauſe 


ſimilar things are now.; and, that per- 
ſons in certain e wag may be cred- 

ited in what they relate to us; — from 
hence we gain an idea of former exiſtences, 
and are aſſured thiat 3 "Y ages paſt many 


things 


been made in — | 


| rr 0 — > 


truth, as wWae have done in our inquiries 


infidelity. will be 
baniſhed from the republic of letters; we ö 
Mall diſcern the credipility of revealed re- 
the goſpel of our Sa- 
viour ; and, by. = aſſiſtance of this me- 


into the intellectual 
jyſtem, than any Newtonian. philoſopher | 
her did by the uſe of teleſcopes 1 into Mo; | 


Me cannot immediately diſcover the e- 
vents of ages paſt ; yet 1 to 
what is called traditional, or hiſtoric 

knowledge. Experience teaches that ſuch | 
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things were, as they re repreſented. 
But, if any one pretend to lay what thall 5 
happen in future ages of the world, we 
give little or no eredit to him ; becauſe 
experience aſſures us all men are ſo near- 
ly conſtituted alike, that no man is able 
to look further into futurity than our- 
ſelves, ſo as to determine that ſuek and 
ſuch things, with a number of accidental 
circumſtances, ſhall. certainly: happen. in 
— articular of time: And we 
leſs eredit to ſuch 
Fa 5 have experienced-much dif- 
appointment by liſtening: to bold pre- 
tenders to ſcience. But 
ſhould any man, not pretending to any | 
extraordinary abiltty in himſelf, declare 
that fore knowledge of future events has 
been immediately communicated to him 
by God; and, if it be ble to our 
notions of the Deity that he is omniſcient, 
and that his goodneſs may, for certain 
ends to be anſwered: by it, 
vouchſafe to communicate ſuch a preſci- 
ence, we then conceive that the perſon 
« pretending to predict what ſhalt be here- 
' 'f ifter, may be a true prophet ; and we 
I have uy to WER whether there be 
ſufficient 
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© ” 


tors, 


j 
| 


the mind, to things 

evidence of things not N 
If there be not any thing in the! nature 

of God, or in the world above, ſimilar to 


us, or to impreſ 
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ſufficient evidenee to 
my tot deceived himſel 


the eſtabliſhed laws of nature, and which, 


therefore, cannot be performed without | 
the interpoſition of that God who eſtab- 


liſned thoſe laws; or, if we have already 


experienced a completion of a great part 
of the — queſtion; we then 
tions on the ground 
„ and attain, 


— to his 

this our own experience, 

whatmay be called, prophetic knowledge, 

or that faith which gies a ſubſiſtence, in 
Tor, and'1s the 


II. 7 


what we are conſcious of in ourkives. or 


experience in this world, we cannot poſ- 


ſibly obtain any poſitive knowledge of 


him, or of the world of ſpirits ; unleſs 


God were to impart ſome new faculty to 
our minds with ideas 


REED 4 cannot ns by ſenſation. 
A great 


erſuade us that hs 
If, nor intends to 
on our credulity, and whether we 
underſtand the meaning of his declara- 
tions. If the prophet perform any works, | 
which we know by experience to be a- 
bove all human power, and contrary to 


v 


I. ECO Ur REV. 


A great part of the knowledge we eriv 
from — is of the negative kind ; 
ſuch as creation, ſelf exiſtence, aan 

immenſity, infinity, immatetiality. and 
perfection; of which we: canadt, in our 
reſent ſtate, have any adequate ideas. 
xperience teaches us, that one thing 
may be formed out of another, withal-⸗ 
— variety: Thus trees may be- 


come chips, boards, and tables. Hut we 


have no experience of the producing of 
any thing, the matter of which did not 
exiſt before in another form; and, theres. 
fore, it is not poſſible to have any idea of 
creation. If it be contrary to our expe- 
ence of the nature of matter to-ſuppaſe; 
that the world could make itſelf, becauſe; 

that which is not, cannot begin tot act, 
and becauſe matter in itſelf is inert, and 
cannot begin to move, the ſame reaſon 
muſt conclude, 1f it concludes/a 
to experience, that the world did always 
exiſt, or, that the matter of which it is 

formed was from all eternity. It is on 
the credit of revelation, Me underſtand 
that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God out of things which do not ap- 
rs or out of nothing.” - But diary 

lation, 


-- 
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lation, which 


into Exiſtence, does not communicate arly 


no more than a negative knowile 
wit, that there is a day n which chi ings 
exiſt, or come into exiſtence, different 


ce. 
It is by ex 
edge of the wonderful chain of beings 


ius of human kind. And it is agreea- 
le to this experience, or knowledge de- 
rived from it, to ſuppoſe it poſſible, and 
even probable, that the chain of "beings 
extends upward, even to God himſelf. 
Hence the doctrine of ſpirits is agreeable 
to experience, and, therefore, worthy of 
credit. We ſee a vaſt diverſity in the na- 
ture of all things with e ee have 
any acquaintance; it is th re a 
able to our ex en to ſuppoſe, — 
2 Uhl beings whoſe mode of exiſtence 
18 di t from our own. - He 
that will not ſet himſelf y at the 


* of all things,” ſays Mr. Locke, hut 


. 
2 
% 
. * 


ſublimely deſcribes the Ak 
mighty Fiat of Jchovah ſpeaking worlds 


bew primitive idea, or give us any kriowl- 
edge of creation, what it 18. Hh Pa 1 


from any ren or which we "NE IEP 
ons e 


from the ſenſeleſs clod to. the brighteſt - 


I . 


and the great vari 


lf it ſhould be aſſerted, that 


2 
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- 


erung , , wn 
will conſider the immenſity of this fabric; 


8 

tle knowledge or ſion, as a worm 
ſhut up in one drawer of a cabinet, hath 
of the ſenſes or unde of a man; 


ſuch variety and-excellency being ſuitable | 


to the wiſdom and of the Maker. 
any Being, 


whoſe nature is the R own, does 


atually exiſt in ten 'thoufand places at 


once, as is aſſerted of the corporal preſ- 
ence of Chriſt, our experience contradiẽts 
it, and we juſtiy conclude it impoſſible"; 
and, if it be ded that revelation 'af- 
ſures us of it, we conclude that there is 


no ſuch revelation, or, that the revelation 


alluded to is miſunderſtood, and means 
no ſuch thing. But if it be aſſerted, on 


the authority of revelation, that ſome Be- 


ing exiſts * a manner beholly different 
rom any thing we experienced in 
this world, as that three perſons are ſo 
united as to be 1 = e one, our experi- 
N ence 


variety that is to be found 

in this little and inconſiderable part of it, 
which he has to do with, may be apt to | 
think, that in other —— — 1 
may be other, and different intelligent 

of whoſe faculties he has as lit- 
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fy us in concluding à priori, that there 


can be no ſuch revelation, or no ſuch Be- 


ing. On the contrary, our experience of 
the vaſt diverſity in the nature of things 


in this world leaves us room to __— | 


ſuch a revelation may be true 
If we believe that God is unchangeable or 
impaſſible in his own nature, that is, 
cannot be affected by any thing from 
without, being the ſource of all motion 
and the great 


that he cannot of himſelf lay aſide his 


glory, deſcend from heaven, and take the 


nature of man into union with his own. 
Our experience of the power of God leads 
us to conceive, that God can do every 
thing which does not imply an abſolute 

repugnance to himſelf, or to the nature 
of things; and whether this be ſo or not, 
i _ have not any experience, or principles, 


on which we can determine any thing a- 


bout the matter. Only ſo far we may 


gc, agreeably to experience, in favour of 


a, revelation of ſuch an act of infinite con- 


| that as we cannot doubt whe-- 


15 | F ther 


ence does not contradi& i it, ſo as to juſti⸗ 


author and governor of 
all things; we cannot conclude; from 
hence, nor from any experience we have, 


* 
WJ 


1 


the 


there be Ueclared any end to beranifivert 
ence will lead us to think it a probable 


world of an end to be anſwered ae e 
ſuitable meat to accompliſh that end. - 


7 


| L'ECTGRES-v, . 
ther mind can act upon matter,” and as'we 


find in ourſelves a thinking power, which 
muſt bein its nature wholly different from 
groſs compoſitionof our bodies; and, 
as theſe two natures are ſo united as to con- 
ſtitute one individual perſbn; it may. 
therefore be poſſible for God and. man to' 
be ſo united as tobe one Chriſti ( And if 


ed worthy of — union, our experi- 


fact; becauſe we diſcern, in all the Works 
of God with which we fare well acquaint= 
ed, that there is am exact proportion of 
their ſeveral properties to the end for 
which they were created ; and becauſe we 
have never fpund a ſingle inſtance ii th 
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that is, agreeable to "thy 
would have been our own feelings in like 


year, that ho ſhould always ekiſt. Indeed 
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circumſtances. - He im Agne d that he 
was ceaſing to be. When he had lived a 
day, he could not canclude, by reaſon, or 


annther day; or, when he had lived a 


conſtant experience of the riſing of the 


ſun, day after day, and year after 


year, makes it ſo probable to us that 
the ſun will rife tomorrow, that we act 


upon the preſumption, and prepare for a 
journey, or buſineſs, which requires fu- 


turt light and life. But, when we fee 
men go off the ſtage of life in perpetual 
ſucceſſion, and never one return; this 


experience may lead us to imagine that 


death 


* 


LECTURE J. 


+1 Keath is the period of our exiſtenca : Yet, 
if any one pretending to be commiſſioned 
by God, declare that God hath appointed 
abs the which we 
call the ſoul, ſhall n this Aline 
of the body, and ſhall: exiſt for ever; 


and, that —.— future period the body 


itſelf ſhould riſe again, — be animated 
actuate 5 ſoul; we have then 
to — whether experience forbid tie 
ſuppoſition of ſuch a revelation, as of a 
thing abſolutely impoſſible in itſelt ; or, 
whether there be ſufficient evidence that 
the perſon pretending to ſuch a commiſ— 
ſion from heaven, be an impoſtor, or not. 
With reſpect to the former conſidert 
it is to be obſerved, that though erperienee 
cannot lead us to a certain aſſurance of 
future life on the ground of «paſt; and 
preſent exiſtence; dich though it might 
lead us to imagine, that death is the. end 
of man, which'it-- certainly. is as to tlis 
world ; notwithſtanding, when it is de- 
clared; as an article of revelation,, that 
there will be a future: ſtate, we may yet 
find ſufficient ground on ex to 
conclude it to be poſſible, and even prob- 
able; and may recur to experience for 
. a ſtricter 
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A * f its — and 
of the verdict which reaſon 


es upon it. 


If we are certainly per 
revelation is 


a ſingle moment; for, a revelation from 


| God. who cannot err and will not deceive, | 


affords at once the highe 
tainty next to actual .c 


ſt degree of cer 


of the poſſibility, or 


5 ——— — — 


— revelation itſelf, or —— 
t 


* 


Thus, from the foie ena i 
ment diſcernible in the world; ob- 
are natur- 
ally tending from a low degree to a high- 


ving, that things in 


er ſtate of perfection ; that, in che prel⸗ 
ent diftribation of reumnds und 


to the 
the — of- the human ſoul are either 


that the 
2 ne era 
 biged to dwell on the former confideration 


experience of the 
thing atſelf. However, there can be no 
inconvenience in ſearching ke of the 


conjectures of reaſon ; — 
ich would be quitting a rock to ſtand 
on a wave, in which — A eee 


ments, there is an apparent diſproportion T 
of virtue and vice; that 
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the principles of 
quicken, and a nem mode of exiftcnce:to- 
_ place. We may c 2 
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ble objects in the pi 


and never attain the degree 


— 
of which they feem .capable-;; We may 
from hence ĩnfer a pro * 
ſhall fee a more perfect ſtate of thi 
and a perfect moral government eſtablith- | 
ed in — — 1 pe 
early ſpring, - wie 


a 


ing verdure, but for the death of the 
grain, in the diſſolution of whole parts 
began 1 


preſent exiſtence, anner of thinking and | 
with that of our | childhovd;; 


the — childhood, with that of a fe- 
tus in the womb:.;- and 


ſlumbering in its ſire: Nom, 
any fuppoſed ſtate of future exiſtenoe, to 
commence - at n 


weiſes, that . in its ap cos —— 
deſtroy 8 t chat the 
1 Tfacultics 
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bim up- again; and, are now as certainly 


to the enjoyment of eternal Ife, as ever 
they were engaged to puniſh” fin, or to 
raiſe up Chriſt, when, by the ſacrifice of 
2 
ment ; and riot Shs Rr Hl 7755 


temains, whether that ſayi 


bro , « Death is e 


0 death, where is thy ſting? 
grave, where is thy victory? The in © 


it to 


Jeſus Chriſt.” 
This is the Chriſtian- 8 account of the 
matter in the unſophiſticated la of 


nguage 
the holy ſcriptures : This js his rriumph : 
This is the ground of his hope: His hope 


ſhall not be in vain in the Lord,“ as his 

belief that Chriſt himſelf is riſen from the 

dead. I well know how this muſt ſound 
ws nina oe hos . by 


LECTURE, „ ** 
o ſach as have beeg | bituated to. 
0 ps 8 ons: Vet there is ne. 
hin Which challenges their e 

| auch ic Bold forth a retnedy, which Phi- g 

f muſt delpair e of finding Elſewhere, 

The  moſt-ſanguine - Philoſopher,. Wh 
| wiſhes, with Third. to believe the the im- 
mor Taly ty. of the. ſoul, eannot tbe aſſured. 
of 1 ' on Kb own - principles ; and, if there 
be a-future Rate of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, he cannot deviſe any adeguate 555 
remedy for moral eyil. If fink be Mimat- 
ed by. the greatneſs: of the Being 'offend-. 
ed by it, and. by dur obligations netto 6f- . 
fend that Being the demerit of in muſt | 
1 1 5 the powers of: im agination ; ; nd. -\ 
whoever is conſcious. of that demerit, do 


render him propitious; by the pox 
bins EE 8 
2 7055 Keys Alone Or 


® -- 144 „ 


| pl 40895 Te 719 77 of uin: TS: | | 
Nerd of 


1 e e eee 


9 


„ v : 
{ + = . 
* 


„%  LECTURB:W. » 


ſcendent worth, that whatever'is prom- c 
jſed to our hopes may be found here, if 8 
the object be real The Prince of Life, t 
the Lord of glory; the Eternal Life, which, b 
was with the Father; by whom he made 2 
the worlds; and, without whom was not f 


any thing made that was made, viſible 1 
and inviſible, Thrones, Dominions, Prin- 7 
eipalities, Powers; He, who created all t. 
things, and was before all things, and b. © 
whom all things ſubſiſt, became the head of '[ 
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that it is not to be expected ſhe ſhould be 

a perfect judge of the remedy for evil. 
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juſtice, that ſuch a comm utation- ſhould 
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nal falvation of any one individ ROY ſon... 
If God has made us accountable crea- 
turen, and has determined, that ever 27 
of vs Wall giye an account of himſe 
z if he has appointed a'day in which 
wed will 5 the world in OMe eo I 
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enimportant concerns of this preſ- 
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new. ntlemett in an unknown province, 
ſhonld fperi® his whole time in engage 
mente of the country; to Which he muſt 
ſoon: bid dien forever or, ſhould: he 
wholly amoſfe himſelf with picking up 
ſhells and pebbles from the ſhore, inſtead: 
af preparing: for his voyage, while the. 
1 ch he mult fake his paſſage, 
3 or not, only waits the wind to ſet 
ſails, und launch forth ; (how would 
r his folly; his thoughtleſs, im- 
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nt behaviour-!. But; how much 
more blk worthy is the conductof men, 
_ who muſt ſoon leave xh JETT 
into the boundleſt ocean of eternity; and 
muſt enter upon à new; and that an wa 
chahgeable ſtate; and yet are wh: | 
gaged by the Things of Time, and wi Hat e 
prepare for the eternal world. Be 
ſaaded then to pay a+ proper regar 
you eternal intereſte, compel 
ch all the bufineſa and politicke of 
the kingdoms of this earth are "to you! leſe 


than nothin | 
If you are indeed: eaxneſl engaged 1 
this affair ; if you. are ſenſihſe ot the mii - 
chief and ruin, e OT evil i is, pro- 
ducing in Gos creation ; chen \remem- 
ber that Jeſus Chriſt was * fromthe 
dead: Scek a 1278 erſect underſtauding 4 
of this - myſtery of- ur redemption: Re 
aſſuted. that the 8on ot God died to make 
an atonement for us, and was raiſed again 
for our juſniſication: BA perſuaded that 
God” hath given you, eternal life in his 
ſon : Oonfider⸗ that Alaighty power, 
which 1s able.to perform more than yon 
can aſk; or think: And, be affured' that 


nothing c can exclude you from heaven! 
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views, obſcure your expectations, damp 
L your ſiopes, or quench your deſires of e- 
ternal life. I is the Chriſtian's privileg 
to triumph in Chriſt [Jeſus ; to live Is 
hope, and to die in peace. Fight t 
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8 Aer Lord jeſus Chriſt, who, 
according to his abundant. mercy, hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope, by 
the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſſ from the 
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible; and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved in heaven for us, who are kept by 
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ſame effeRs now, ? It Hows praduce hate 
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called Chriſtians, do not believe that ſeſus 
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friend : They therefore live in a fure and |. 
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hearts. This was the ground of all that 
you have ſren in them ſo ſuperior to any = | 
ting you Ag) in modern . = | 


N 


— 


earth 3 the country. of their 9 fi 


f 5 : > * * * NE. * . 8 ug 
— a N * g a 8 PV. "AF 7 — F "iS * - Log 
60 : * 2 = 


„ 1 E C'T/UR: E b. 


\ They, were! TR" 


n 

humble, e 
Joyfully the fpoiling of theit x 
ing chat in heaven 


ſelves. 


E 5 
F Fae 7 
Man commonly "miſtake at dhe Err 


me 
boo Ne . e ep. 

11 wiltbet of NE. Ek Derne 
make 1 an Nac 8 Ri; 


| 25 arts worry give 
ne . eK. 


+ prove nga 
fall in Chi be not welk ſech ted The 
tres ih ot Be 

| 4 3 car appear ny | 
Th foliar; from \ Ho 7 9 
n n b hella das a divinerevelation: 
is e optech by: crenblo eviderices, ſhould: 
| know that! hie Kirh/ which) leaves his heart. 
unchanged, a bn phe of God's elect: 
And, the general ol ee wo Who call 
— A rih fh be informed, 


_ 
PF 


cation, 


iritable,-pa tent; and ** "rok : 
rand 


They take it f anted! 
believe 10 Ca. he theſe: 


» 
* * 
1 £ 
* 


; g | 


2525 N 5 


pecta on muſt ever Tail; and; ſuchi efforts . 
I, IF the” foundation- of 


mache good, before the fruit. 


. thow n of edu 


: pe hn eee L_1VLAIYOIME! 
Surely that 'faith, by which men are . 
better than'whited e. or me 
25 . in INS 93 


-real Chr 
bei e in,Chrilt:: E 
expreſs himſelf, he will tell: ben 
ty preſſed him te it. He katew-.that; 
he had: ſinned againſt; (the gent, ok erte 
not me the V1 
nal t tien; 1 ee eee | 
ple 1 1 nature. He knew pm 
l ought $0. adore and love that moſi erat 
Being, ho is the Creator , of all | 
but, be found the perſuaſi ee e 
ineffectual 3 he could not love God. Heli 
t to acknowledge him in all his Ways, 
; ive to him ho gave him Being: 


but ts heart, will and fe ions rebelled * 
, 5ff $3 * 200 [ +394 | (1275434 1 against bs 


434 


. 


— 


83 ann was: 
af one y and holy.” This. 


: + * 2 * 
5 vd to n 
favobs, 


Given hab the God of ruth; imuſtieon- | 
deaniliun g that his parfett juſtice woukd: 
20. 


never deab wathy any'cremture:: con 

_ tha ſtrund of things; er cantran 
bihmumt As ſiſuteieatum : aud, webe. 
* there hel for lum, hs 


ot diſcover, by any. 


any cFoundati AS ers Far pat 4 hk en N 


Au e goſpel: 
% ful. mec 


Lei! nar khezfattion. : 


He was conumced of ugh why (12 

cmbraced the” hopeiof The 

fond * dead. Nut Faith 

1 * 8 war 
Reart 


wat oleanſed: "Fs wal did rh 
_ fothin-icawharely, which! the ru 
__morahſts;/andahe mortifications LR rellg- 


2. 


is i ho — regeneration. The whole 


and bleſs him: cum | 


— 
1 


4 


be: etandlly; curdonts 1 e 


2s cs. ss „ 


ee fan CY 6 
gol ar 25 ite 


% | 
2 


* 


1e rb * 


F e ho "hive! 1 never: 2 .- 
R cannot underſtand tho in. 
o of „ cquts' nor {ens > . 


to ſing” bythe death 0 Sf Chriſt e 
deemed from its deſtro 

any loiczer tlierein? 
we have been planted together in the 
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Fo which all things are, and were created. 
The material worlds contribute to this 
great deſign, in a lo degree. They are 
| neceflary,.not, merely as places of habita- 
tion, for finite, intellectual beings ; but, 
„ as means, to furniſh. them with ideas: 
for, it is only. through te medium of his 
works, that a creature can know the in- 
viſible God; and, perhaps, any degree of 
knowledge would be impoſſible to finite 
; beings; without extern al, material object 
N There is not a beaſt, or tree; * 4 mountain, 
or valley, which is not, in a greater or 
0 leſe 3 degree, neceſſary to man for his at- 
be tainment ot moral truth. The var ious 
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beauty, truth and goodneſs could not be 

perceived and ee The material WW , 
worlds, therefore, in all their vaſt Mriety, Nr 
3 to the exiſtence of the intel- N e 
lectual ſyſtem, and to the exerciſe of that WM o 
moral government in which the divine tl 
perfections ſhine for oy ** the _ e 2 e tl 
Korte praiſe. * 1 5 ee G 
That part of God's moral -g >vernment, 90 
the redemption io! "Than i. in the ſyſtem je 
to which we belong, the chief of all" his ti. 
Works, deſigned to manifeſt the divine Bi 
"=: perfections in tie moſt perfect degree, ¶ m 
and to produce the reste quantity of ur 
moral good... Into this mirror, Angels to 
Aieſire to look, that they may diſcern ee the ar. 
manifold wifdom of and the fee 
memorial of his abundant kindneſs is by 
| ſhewed, that men may ſing of his 'righ- fu 
teouſneſs. All thy works praiſe thee, rer 
Lord; and thy ſaints give thanks unto or 
thee. They ſhew the glory of thy king- 


dom, and talk of thy power; that thy pow 
er, thy glory, and mightineſs of thy king- ion 
5 dom might be known unto men.“ opts” 


$ —— 
ney e ee ee an er 


mes ee of Ga : ond Mie - 
_ ever 1s/inconfiſtent with the general plan ; 


Gold, ee a 1nN@1P 


Bi : eine. vt 


pee e re nip of the 4 


varety1c Whatever harm 
univerſal tendency of things 


of providence, is evil. If the-precepts of 
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je@ thum, as the inventions and impoſi- 


tions of deſigning or ſuperſtitious men. 
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ent with; the univerſal ſyſtem.; ſuch an 
ion witli the amazing variety of things. 
to promote the end, for which all. things- 
are; and, at the ſame time, they ſo per- 
feckly accord with the redemption of man 
by Jeſus Chriſt. and: with. that ſtate of 


future: exiſtence, to which Chriſt. hath, - 


redeemed us, that this very agreement, 


or union, is 4 proaf of their divine. origh- 


nal:. "FE: cy YT a Ire 


- The firſk precept of the Chriſtian relig- 
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| and ah all things to o which yo a, 
he” Univerſe eue what you? er 
oe pag you? chlaracter-in «other: 


| WITH} HUMILITY. | t he EROS 
: Humility is a diſpof ition: of Kids: 
able. to every creature. It is a temper, As: 
proper for angels, as for men. It is fit, 
that they ſhould have a juſt eſtimation of 
themſelves, and of - whatever relates to. 
them; that they ſhould know, and keep 
2 theirſtationin tharrankofbeinga;inw | 
they are placed; and regar 
as creatures of God's power and g 
and dependent on his ſovereign will 1 
government. But humility: appears with. 
different aſpects and qualities, according 
to the circumſtanees under which it is ex- 
erciſed. When our Saviour ſaid, Bleſſed 
are the poor in ſpirit, he Was inſtructing 
the ſons and daughters of men, that is, 
ſinful beings: And the poverty of ſpirit, 
which is proper for men, does/nibtreſpet 


their * ſtate, ſimply e J 
ut, 
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'Y prevents-the. W any at though 
) his own: merits ;, any hopes of ever. de A 


oſt acceptance, and grace. 


eſe Tribes: his humble poſture of ſoul, .bet- 
ter than; it can be defined. by words. 


not lift up ſo much as his eyes unto hea- 


Q'2: ͤ example 
* | Otherwite, guilt will prevent an ingenuous confeſſion. . 


| + That the publican knew the way. of ſalvation, W a 
mediator, or is repreſented in the parable as knowing it, is 
ſufticiently.evident. In the temple, ſacrifices were offered for 
fia—typical ſacrifices no doubt—and, in the Holy of Holes, 


fices was ſprinkled on the great day of atonement ; and on 
which: was an appearance, either the real or an emblematical, | 
preſence of God: Here the Publican ſought mercy ; and, in 
lesen ts the propithatory: * and. to the Propitiati- 
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| ſerving mercy; and leads him to the eroſs 


re is an example in Scripture, which. . 
F652 e-publican. ſtanding afar off, would. 


ven, but imote upon hie breaſt, ſaying, 
Goa: be merciful to. me a liner. This 


there was the Propitiation, upon which the blood of the ſacri- 


the merits and death 


& Aa in enge ne e EP 
which by a p on full of ſelf-con- | 


. cut” 77 "Faſt AE in the e 
3 tithes of all that F poſſcſs”— I 6 
Had not any degree of the oat mg which 
was fuitable to his real character: And 
it is inpothble that any too thin | 
be more oppohte' to each Seb TH rf ne 
temper of his foul was, at that time; op- 
pP ite to trut 1 and to God. On the other 
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| ” 6 s Which, in the explicit laqguage: of ths pl. 
tian iſpenfation Was Pp for mercy through Chrift, that 
; bp oy Exyionr, ind wg faith in 1 
blood, he might obtain remiſſion of ins. and alt other hedofic 
of his paſſion, . 45 Agog maxime conyevit illi placationi, 
ſeu reconciliationi, qu uz ſit inter Deum et homines, offerendo, 
Herjhciuw, ley" höoſtiam ad obuinendam peccai remitfionem.- 
=? John! ii. ver. 2, and wW;' 10. lignißratet pec- 
orm erpinrienem, et ipſam propiiiari nem, ſeu, id quo, et 
F 22 EE erg . conſequenter Deus 
acatur. Ls ; 
44 d TU, Heb. ix. 9 proprie dotet ptrþmentvin 
ropitiationis, ſeu: placetionis, ac proinde optime in Chriſtum, 
e og q em Pater. nobis placatus, ea The Propitiato- 
Mercy-ſeat, Heb. ix. which name Paul.giveth to o Chriſt, 


or 
Rom, Ill, * who i is the true N for our ins. 


1 man therefars, i 


_ +Conlidering the. -conditioth; f human 

nature;'!atid-theivedemption: by Chriit it: - 
is as impoſſible to a real Ghriſtian 
without poverty of #irit, as ter ben man 
without animal life: And) whatever unſit- 


neſs there gh ee den fur nde 


pardon ſinners without Chit; there eam 
vob be no leſs to pardon tim without 
humflity. Is it poſſible; in the nature of: 


mercy, or accept it, he is not humbled 
under a ſenſe of his ſinfulneſs And, can 
' we ſuppoſe that mereꝝ 


mercy? That * careleſs, who have no 
deſire to obtain it; or; the impenitent, 
whoſe temper and condudt deny thecharge 


gf guilt, and impeach the Juice of God ; 


1n.. condemning | and Punifhing finners, 

will even be juſtified by the aß truth, | 
who. never acts contrary to the reaſon ind 4 
fitneſs of things? Will the God of truths ||| 


wn himſelf, and allow. aur lie? Willche 
| | | beſtow 
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ware de de duch of | 1 
wes bly juſtified, and not b 


things, that a man ſfhauld æver aſl for 


will be extended: 
to him; who'preſumes he does not want 
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are fait of preſumptibſf and truſt in their: 


oven merits and. rightcouſneſs,/as a ſuſſi- 
them = 
woe: e who: ſitiup'a: claim in- 
oppoſition 0 the gloryof: our Lord: Jeſus: - 


_ cient reaſon fon G 
Wren ores 


d to beſtow upon 


Chriſt # It: cannot be ſurely, it cannot 
be.. We muſt be brought t low i; and be: 


enrich us with his grace. He refiſteth the: 
proud ang the proud only ſtands as an 
1 againſt the unhumble, and pre- 
ſumptuous, ſelf- conceited, wires pen an 
and giveth grace unto the lowly... 
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poor in ſpirit, . before. God will, 
| andir may be ſaidy before he can exalt and 
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and humble ſpirit, to pr Aa the ſpirit of: 
the humble, and t6 revive the heart af the 


cantrite ones TO this man will L look, 


even. do him that is 
contrite x 


poor and 


It is e inbenee offuing!: 


for pardon that the truly; humble man 
expraſſes his lowly: thou ghts; but, eon — 47 
: * wid himidf-and. the trutb of; 


things , 


God an d. ee. e Mt (2 
ſalvation is for ever removed. :-Has-paſt = 
ſins eau be no impediment to his peace 
and; ſafety, for Chriſt hath faken π - 
fin, by the ſucriiceph bimlelf ad e [42 
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delighteth 
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. 8 52 8-eanfiders* himfelf as one,” 
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whom'ywry only Permits 10 ive: a 
; andy eres ;conſtious* chat | 
1 receives ever bleſſing; ur arr Ack f 
miete \ wh thankful ackri ledgment of | 


ſinner; ho oe | ref 
E. tiam truly happy beyond, deſert. 
* ah ge are beftowed, Nod Sean taken 
3 95 e + wither e an . NC) 
3 30g oY e ery 108, HN pa — 
| out amuarmbery pets hbw dhoukbartiving) 
3 man complain, n, WhO ſuffers far leſs than 
his iniquity deſerves? Whatever talents: 


he is endbwed with, health er ffrengthß 
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larking-or riches, honour ar power, he 


| 0 dyes not ebakter thein:as bis own; but, 


asa truſt, 24 be uſed to God's glory and. 


the of this: fellow creatures. This, 


indeed, Ke dught to do,.as an 3 | 


being, created for Gad but, bre 
n ien and eee who * 
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e:zlorife: 


| mexcy;of 7. 
He ſees, vanity and anſuffieiencycinjcysry 


earthly thing 3: that he has nothing in all 
the would to make him happy that n 


has brought a curſe i up al 


JOY 
polleffions 3 that every, : | 


ſan&ified;to his uſe, by the ſpecial blefling , 


of God, throughihis great Mediator. Ling 75 


f kngws that;ithrough him, even afflicti 
poverty and want, perſeentiens, ſickn 
and death, may become bleſſings to Rh 


and, tat en feels equally dependent on 
the divine favour in proſperity and adver- 
ſity. He finds himſelf in the- midſt of 
ſnares and temptations, and, Which is 
worſt of alk in danger continually af 
Proving {his on, his greateſt ed He 
+ 0 Perocaves,. | 


Prove. a fagre and; curſe $9; hi 8 


e ben. 


of 1 date ebene Lene the: = 
God 10, Ak; and pardon: him. 
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Cd ua e he Seek poweret 
wh undone} unkls God Almighty | 

ort, and ſave him. Inſufficient 
y idegrae, «his own Saviour, 
HS n Wealth: and Rap 


mp ſtrength is peffected in weakneſs.” 
Ho Amors that without the enternal 
meags ef grace race, he had remained igno- 
rant of God and f Kimfeif; and he ättri 
Hutes to the ſpecial Favourbf Heaved, and 
not to is un deſerving; or det 
that ehe has the means t aan ed 
that he Has; in 'any! LY way 
tlie means He aſtrI Ap 15 ene 1 
Power and grate, who vafled him by them 
_ tothis eternab kingdom” and glory: He | 
imputes hie wn virtues t6:the Favour of 
this God and Saviour, acknowledging. that | 
he can do n good by his Owyn Pot 
N ee the ober 
ence of God IF bens ſerved God in 
any eminent degree, he knows * who 
B . im to differ" from another,” that 
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| 15 has nothing br bat When; and 
| that he has done nothing: his own wH- 
dom and fireiigrh <- Therefore, with. Sk. 


Paul; who laboured mort. abundantlyx 


than alt other apoſtles, he adds ro the c-. 
count of His labours; * Yer; not 1; but 


the grace of God which was with mer” 2 
He ets what he was; and is, in Him- 4 


ſelf; what, without” the grace of Jeſus 
1 and the mercy of God; and, what he 
will yet be, if left eorhinnilals ; and fees 
that he is the pooreſt wWreteh imaginable, 
5 any thing to call his o. 4 
exly, His depravity 'on eneeptec; an 
e Nu what 10 boaft 585 for he 
never was, is, or. can de any thing good, 


further than grace and merey make him 


to be. The more he receives, the more 
obliged he feels mhimfelf The weight of 
his vaſt obligations preſſes Kit down,: 
and lays tam fall lower in humility. 
Sit dovyn in the lowæſt room! There 
| you will find the true Chriſtian: There 
| finds, and enriches him with his 

grace; and there, in the ſame Pefture of 
ſoul; will he be found in the day of judg- 
ment. Still poor in ſpirit, he will admire. 


| Wn 1 2220 and ran 2 of us God, When 


his 
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{ the approbation of his judge, aſtoniſhed 


that any thing he has done ſhould be tak- 
en notice of, he will exclaim, When did 
I fee thee hungry, and fed "thee ? Or 
tthirſty, and gave thee drink? Or naked, 

and clothed thee? Or ſick and in priſon, 
dien to come up higher; and when the 

crown of glory ſhall be placed on his 
head, ſtill conſeious of his own unwor- 
thineſs, ſtill adoring his great benefactors 


munificence, filled with a ſenſe of infinite 


Being as God at the head of creation, and 
perfectly ſatisfied with his own inferior 
ſtation, as a creature wholly dependent, 
he will fall down in loweſt proſtration - 
before him who ſitteth on the throne of 
glory (for ſo the ſcripture repreſents the 
happy ſtate of the redeemed) and, wor- 
ſhipping. him that liveth for -ever and 
ever, will caſt his crown before the throne, 
ſaying, thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
ceive glory, and honour, and power; for 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are, and were created. _ 

The ſtate of human nature is ſuch, 
that we muſt be indebted for ſalvation to 
| | foreign 


through... 


| which can 


* e 6 K E vil. 8 "3 


fo reign m merit and. aſſiſtance.” This con- 


dition of things neceſſarily excludes boaſt- 


2 ing. A way: of falvation for ſinful men, 
mediator, requires humility, 
It is a way, into which we cannot enter, 


and in which we cannot proceed one ſtep, 


without lowly thoughts of ourſelves. in 
the very. W of things it is impoſſible ; 


and the happineſs, which is the end of 


Llvation or 1 e com pletion of it, is ſuch; 
that, without this Base, we can never 


ſhare in it. ' Hurailiry i is the proper qual- 


 tfication for heaven. A preud man can 


never ſing the ſong of the redeemed; that 


is, he can never oy theif ſenſe of obliga- 


tion, and therefore cannot know their joy; 

Humility is the only frame of minq, 
reconcile us 0 God and the 

whole creation. The unhumble ſinner is 


at variance with the univerſe; who, While 


all things cry, let God be glorified, either 
ſeeks to juſtify and exalt ſelf” or to- 
tally diſregards every concern, but that of 
private gratification... 

When men hear a general deſerz ption 
of humility, how reaſonable, and "how 


lovely it is, they preſently approve ; and 


ſelf love —— the approbation of vir- 
tue 
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any 15 8 man, N We 
hum! 1 75 hey loxed the: grace of bu- 
mility for 115 own. falke, they: would be 
hu ge e an Rees eee elf 
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* W hen. r men eee 
ich ſparkle in the bravens, t 


3numeradle ſets of planets, or worlds: 
They then enlarge the idea, and lnb | 
another heaven of. funs and worlds riſing. | 
ftill above this which they behold.; and 


theſe ſtill enlightened. by a. ſuperior fir- 


mament. of luminaries. The immenſity 


of .greation fills the mind with aftoniſh- 


ment. Tired imagination ſtretehes itſelf 


in vain e meaſurable = * 
and 


1 


| © and * nne m ende we ndl up- 
on bimſelf, and the little inſign 


Gods works. I cannot, he ſays, but 
look upon myſelf with ſecret horror, as 
not worth the ſmalleſt regard of the Su- 
Prenie Being. This ſentiment of Mr. 
Addiſon is eqgu: ny ſuitable to the charac- 
ter of Epicurus. Indeed the very eſſence 
of the Epicurean atheiſm conſiſts in it. 
Ie is the humility of a Philoſo her, not 
that of a man wo is a ſinner. It has re- 


lation to che works of God, rather than to 


God himſelf; has the quantity, extent, 
| and matter for 


moral perfeRtions- 


and pi zom of 
its object, and not t 
of the Deity: Some gen 
much 
and call ir walking humbly with God: 
But, there is no more mora 
than in the aſtoniſnment of s a ſchvel boy, 
when:he ſtands gazing on the mighty el 
ephant. 2 ih ABA 540-1 

Z  Thars-is Wilen St. Paul called a ack: | 
| fa ary humilitypwhich' is no other than a 
dilſguiſed pride. It a in an oſtenta- 
tious profeſſion of humility: In an affect- 
ed n 


tlemen are very 
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Vonld concealihjs ather victues under the! | 
cover of + humility; Hike a dark veil caſt 
cer rich axtire, which: hides all the glare, 
and. makes nongitſelf: But when his oh- 
er virtues appear under the modeſt grade 
aft genanse umihtysfonavays . — 8 
they cannat ba they then appeat more: I 
lonely to ide oye, nd are moſt eſteemad. 
Some make\allther religion t eonſiſt 
imp noiſy profe hen. They will bs beard 
| eee „hey ice 
e. nc preach;. 


at make long pravers, to gain a degree 

afamportandt among cheir hehmten: But 

to n in ſilenge ; te be leayners ; to pete: 

ſeſs ſome obſcure eerner in the church; 

to lie coneealed vide A common profeſ- 

fion of Chriſtianity 10 be unnoticed, or 
| wt} | | eſteemed 


de ; 7 akin 2 fort © bean _ 
to: hide their oven -. rwandnets from de- 
. 'they- will call a want of 
lakewarmneſs. Some prach 
chi af envy and ſtrife; and the moſt 
humbling confeſſions are often a lure. 1 bg : 
catch the- praiſe of men. be, EY 14 | * 1 4 
HFumility is a virtue pul S cr: \ 
Pagan moraliſts knew red of it; eith- 
er in theory or practice. 80 far from it, 
they — the direftly oppoſite tem 


per, 2 And we are in danger, from AF 


a claſhiral education, toimbibe their ſpirit; 
to conceine falis ideas of virtue and hon 
or ; and to deſpiſe humility; at a vicious, 
contemptible meanneſs. 65 ;meleed, 
. of conſequence without it; im the 
ye of men as- vain: and 1 raid "yy ours! 


— But without humility, we cannot I 


have any true virtue, or be acceptable in 
God ſight. He eſteems it of great price. 
He, vho was higher than the higheſt of all 
created! beings, ſtooped the loweſt; made 
himſelf of no reputation, and took. upon 
him the form of a ſervant. And in his 
church, next to Chriſt himſelf, he is great- 
eſt, who maſt humbles himſelf as - — 
_ 


Fo child; and becomes-ſerva 


I - infirmity; his own guilt and unworthineſs, 
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true Chriſtian know#hisown heart, bis own. 


much more than thoſe of his brethren ; he: 
can therefore eſteem others better than him- 
ſelf: and, if he feels moſt ſenſibly his own- 
E:1-3 obligations to divine mercy, will be con- 
tent to ſtyle himſelf leſs than the leaſt of 
& all ſaints; and be read) -towaſh. the feet of 
his Lord's ſervants 
It is a right knowle ge df God; and of- 
ourſelves, which produces humility. «© I. 
jor ent heard of thee by the hearing of the 
8 but now mine eye ſeeth thee; 
n J repent, and abhor myſelf in 
duſt and aſnes. Let us conſider what 
wie are with reſpect to the holy and righ- 
teous God; and compare our hearts and 
lives with his law: Let us open our eyes 
to view our guilt, our depravity, weakneſs, 
inſufficiency. Let: us not be afraid to be 
humble. It is not only, the way to be 
exalted in a future ſtate; but, to be ſafe 
and happy, ſo far as is poſſible | in ſuch a 
ſtate of things, to be ale and happy: in 
the preſent world. 
The proud man is apt to be diſcon- 
tented with his lot; to be impatient and 
| reſtleſs ; 
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He fs ; de think Thr" hardy” 
ith, wh k en Th ſuffers ; and to ay, in 
view of his depravity, Why haft thon : 
made me thus? He blaſphetnes the judg- 
ments, which, he certainly knows, his 
limited faculties cannot comprehend. 
Though ſelf conceited, there is a worm at 
bottom, which gnaws the ragt of his hope, 
and makes it W ; He often ſuſpects 9 
that he is not god id forebod- 
ing apprehen enz anteous judg- 
ments of the all him with fad 
diſquietudes. From a be meets with 
leſs reſpect than ke chuenges, as due to 
his quality, rank, or merit: His ſpirits 
are often ruffled, and quarrels enſue. 
Confident in his own powers, he meets 
tetptations which he cannot reſiſt. The 
higher he erects his bead, the more expol- 
ed to the ſtorms of life: And, \ when he 
falls, the more dreadful is his ruin ; for 
the more unſubdued his ſpirit, the more 
wretched muſt he be for ever. 
Let any one, on the other ſide, S 
er the ſtate of the humble man; how 
perfectly he is at one with the whole uni- 
E erſe; how little expoſed to miſery ; haw | 
te and happy he 1s, and muſt be for ev- 
ef; 
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